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A Letter from the Editor

Why this magazine exists, and how it is meant to be read

This magazine begins with an admission rather than a promise. The Civil Services Examination is not, in the end, a test of
how much you have collected. Our own reading of the last decade's papers is that well over sixty per cent of what this
examination actually asks — across the General Studies papers, the essay and the interview — is not a fact you can look
up. It is a critical issue: a live public problem with competing interests inside it, on which you are expected to have
thought, weighed, and arrived somewhere. The candidate who has memorised a thousand facts and thought about none
of them is the candidate who writes four hundred marks and cannot understand why.

That is the whole reason this magazine exists in the form it does. Every story here is turned into a study card that does the
thinking work with you and not for you: what happened, which line of the syllabus it sits on, why the examiner keeps
returning to this theme, the handful of facts that could actually decide a Prelims option, an analysis broken into named
points so the argument can be read from the headings alone, a Mains question in the exam's own phrasing, a model
approach to it — and then the question a District Magistrate or a Joint Secretary would actually have to answer on this
very issue. That last part is the one most compilations leave out, and it is the one the examination is really testing.

The second reason is simpler and harder. Too many capable candidates fall behind for reasons that have nothing to do
with ability. They do not know which sources matter. They cannot reach the good material, or cannot pay for it. They
study in Hindi and find that the honest, current, well-organised version of a topic exists only in English. We have seen this,
and we do not accept it as the natural order of things. Nothing in UPSC Darpan is behind a payment, and nothing assumes
a coaching class. Whatever we read each morning — the newspapers, PIB, PRS, the court's own record, the research
journals — is read once, properly, and handed on in full. No aspirant should be left behind because of where they were
born, what their family earns, or which language they think in.

The third reason is the one we do not say out loud very often. The kind of officer this examination is supposed to produce
was described long ago in Mussoorie, and the description has not improved since: a Karma Yogi, a civil servant whose soul
is suffused with the principles of Ability, Anonymity and Austerity. Ability, because good intentions administered
incompetently still hurt people. Anonymity, because the officer whose name is in the newspaper every week is usually not
the officer whose district is working. Austerity, because the distance between the officer's life and the citizen's life is
exactly the distance at which empathy fails. We are not there. But that is the standard this magazine is trying to be worth,
and the standard we are asking you to prepare against — not the cut-off.

So read it slowly. Do not try to finish it. Take three cards, understand them to the point where you could argue either side,
and write one answer. That is a better morning than reading all twenty-five and remembering none. And when you sit in
that room, remember what you are actually being selected for.

— The Editor
UPSC Darpan - 5 October 2026

We want to become the Mussoorie-wala Karma Yogi — a civil servant whose soul is suffused with the principles of
Ability, Anonymity and Austerity. And we shall become, my man.
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Our Inspiration

Our inspiration, and the reason this initiative exists

Rakesh Verma Sir
Indian Administrative Service, 1981 batch

Every initiative has a person standing behind it who never asked to be named. Ours is Rakesh Verma sir — an IAS officer of
the 1981 batch, who spent a career inside the administration and then, after retiring from it, went back to the classroom
to teach the next set of officers. What he gave us was not a strategy. It was a way of looking at the work.

WHAT HE TAUGHT US

1. g1 IR 99: — service is the highest duty, and it is a duty, not a favour — He would not let the word 'service' stay
decorative. A civil servant does not confer a benefit on a citizen; the citizen is entitled, and the officer is discharging an
obligation. Once you accept that, the tone of an office changes — the file moves because someone is waiting on the other
side of it, not because a note demanded it.

2. The Mussoorie-wala Karma Yogi: Ability, Anonymity, Austerity — Ability, because good intentions administered
incompetently still hurt people. Anonymity, because the officer whose name is in the newspaper every week is usually not
the officer whose district is working. Austerity, because the distance between the officer's life and the citizen's life is the
distance at which empathy fails. He taught these three as one instruction, not three virtues to be picked from.

3. Begin with the last person, not the average person — His constant test for any scheme, any circular, any decision: what
happens to the person at the end of the line — the one with no documentation, no connection, no way to complain, and
no idea the scheme exists. A policy that works for the median citizen and fails the last one has not worked. It has only been
measured generously.

4. Reach the last mile, because the last mile is where the state actually is — Delivery, he insisted, is not the boring part that
follows policy; it is the policy. The budget line means nothing until the money reaches the panchayat, the entitlement
means nothing until the beneficiary is on the list, and the list means nothing if the person who was left out has no way back
onto it. He made us look at the exclusion errors, not the coverage numbers.

5. Understand the system before you criticise it — He had no patience for the easy cynicism aspirants pick up online. Learn
how a file actually moves, who signs, where the discretion sits, what the officer on the spot is trading off. Criticism that
comes after that understanding is worth something; criticism that replaces it is noise — and it writes a shallow answer, too.

6. Karma yoga at the desk: do the work, stay with the work — He taught the Gita's instruction as an administrator's working
rule, not as a sermon. You control the effort and the honesty; you do not control the transfer order, the posting, the
recognition or the result. An officer who needs the outcome to feel the work was worth it will not last a career. Nor will an
aspirant who needs the result to justify the year.

7. Teach what you know, to whoever cannot pay for it — The clearest thing he did was the simplest: after a full career, he
went back and taught. Not to a selected batch that could afford it — to whoever turned up. That is where this initiative
came from. The idea that good preparation material should not be a function of what a family can spend is not our idea; it
is his.
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We are not his equals and this is not his page. It is the receipt for something we were given for free, by a man who spent
forty years serving the country and then spent his retirement teaching other people how to do it properly. Gar gva) -
— and we shall become.
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Quotes of the Day

Carry one into the introduction of an essay — not into every paragraph. Each is quoted from a documented source, so it can
be attributed with confidence.

| “The history of liberty has largely been the history of observance of procedural safeguards.”

— Justice Felix Frankfurter - McNabb v. United States, 318 U.S. 332 (1 March 1943), opinion of the Court (text on Cornell Legal

Information Institute)

Use in: Today’s essay on reasons and legitimacy. Use it in G52 answers on due process, natural justice and the rule of law, and in essays
on liberty and the State: the notice, the hearing and the written order are what make power answer. Pair it with Maneka Gandhi (1978),
where the Supreme Court read “procedure established by law” in Article 21 as fair, just and reasonable procedure, and with section 4(1)
(d) of the RTI Act, 2005 on reasons for administrative decisions. Balance it: procedure can become ritual, so argue for reviewable

reasons, not more paperwork.

“For discretion is a science or understanding to discern between falsity and truth, between wrong and right,
between shadows and substance, between equity and colourable glosses and pretences, and not to do
according to their wills and private affections.”

— Sir Edward Coke - Rooke’s Case (1598) 5 Co Rep 99b (wording as reproduced in legal scholarship on administrative discretion)
Use in: The heart of the rules-versus-discretion question. Use it in G52 answers on administrative discretion, arbitrariness and judicial
review, and in GS4 answers on the ethics of the public servant: discretion is not freedom from reasons but the duty to find the right
ones. Pair it with E.P. Royappa (1974) on arbitrariness as antithetic to equality, and with the Supreme Court’s 2014 cancellation of coal-
block allocations. Note that Coke’s idea became the root of modern reasonableness review in administrative law.

| “Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”

— Lord Acton - Letter to Bishop Mandell Creighton, 5 April 1887, published in Historical Essays and Studies (1907), p. 504

Use in: The case for checking the decider. Use it in GS2 answers on separation of powers, accountability and institutional design, and in
essays on power and trust. In the same letter Acton wrote that any presumption runs against holders of power, increasing as power
increases: quote that sentence for depth. Pair it with Khanna's dissent in ADM Jabalpur (1976) and the Constituent Assembly’s checks on
executive power. Balance it with the need for discretion in real administration: the answer is answerability, not distrust of all authority.
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Index
Everything in today's edition, card by card - Reading time: about 1 h 47 min.

Front matter

- A Letter from the Editor

- Our Inspiration — Rakesh Verma Sir
- Quotes of the Day

- Start here — today's top 5

1. Polity & Governance

1.1 CAPF Act reserves half of IG posts for deputation; contempt cases join its challenge
1.2 Election Commission lets EROs clear SIR notice cases without hearing, even without BLO documents
1.3 Delhi High Court: a valid visa gives no legally enforceable right to enter India

2. Economy

2.1 GST Council on October 7 to Consider Dropping Arrest Powers and Unlocking Blocked Input Tax Credit
2.2 RBI's MPC Meets October 5-7 With ET Poll Expecting a 25 bp Hike to 5.50%
2.3 ITAT Delhi Spares Irish Company Fireeye from Tax on an Indirect Share Transfer, Narrowing Tiger Global

4. International Relations

3.1 Yemen's government launches an offensive to retake Houthi areas after the Houthis seize Bab el-Mandeb
3.2 Bogibeel to Dhaka: India’s first waterway cargo from Dibrugarh to a foreign port

5. Environment & Ecology
4.1 Delhi notifies 112.3 ha of the Northern Ridge as reserved forest while 2,073 ha stays outside Section 20

6. Health & Life Sciences

5.1 Rabies: Health Ministry surveillance logged 54 deaths in 2024 against an ICMR-NIE estimate of 5,726 a year
5.2 Lung cancer is India’s biggest cancer killer, yet national screening covers only breast, oral and cervical

8. Society

6.1 Odisha frames guidelines to protect inheritance and property rights of persons with disabilities

7. Internal Security

7.1 Services send Agnipath improvement proposals to DMA as the first Agniveer batch nears the end of its four-year term

9. Ethics & Administrator's Corner — Integrative Case Studies

9.1 Case 1 — The Searches Ordered in October 1998: The Right Thing or the Safe Thing?
9.2 Case 2 — The Pre-Printed Forms at Booth 173: A Junior Clerk, Form 7 and the Politics of Deletion

10. Prelims Quick-Revision Facts
10 13 one-line facts in exam-pattern form

11. Answer Writing, GS1, Map, Ethics & CSAT

11.1 Model answer of the day — Card 1.1

11.2 GS1 corner — Geography: The Aravalli range and the Delhi Ridge: an old fold mountain at the desert’s edge
11.3 Places in news — mark them on your atlas (3)

11.4 Ethics term of the day (GS4 Section A): Moral courage

11.5 CSAT practice (Paper )

12. Essays of the Day

12.1 Adecision is only as legitimate as the reasons its maker is willing to give.
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Start here — today's top 5

The whole magazine is about a two-hour read. If you are short of time, read these five cards first.

1.2

2.2

4.1

5.1

6.1

Election Commission lets EROs clear SIR notice cases without a hearing
Why it matters: GS2 electoral reform: Articles 324, 326 and natural justice for Prelims; deletion safeguards for Mains.

RBI's MPC meets October 5-7; ET poll expects a 25 bp hike

Why it matters: GS3 monetary policy: Section 45ZB, 45ZA and the rate corridor for Prelims; supply-shock inflation for
Mains.

Yemen’s government launches an offensive after the Houthis seize Bab el-Mandeb

Why it matters: GS2 West Asia, GS3 energy: strait geography and Resolution 2216 for Prelims; India’s two chokepoints for
Mains.

Delhi notifies 112.3 ha of the Northern Ridge as reserved forest
Why it matters: GS3 environment law: Sections 4, 20 and 29 of the Forest Act for Prelims; delayed protection for Mains.

Rabies: 54 recorded deaths in 2024 against an ICMR estimate of 5,726
Why it matters: GS2 health: NAPRE, One Health and MCCD for Prelims; data and elimination targets for Mains.
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How to use this magazine — each story is a study card: what happened (The News), the syllabus topic it sits on (Static
Linkage), why examiners return to this theme (Trend), the facts that could decide a Prelims option (Prelims Nuggets), a point-
wise Analysis, a Mains question in the exam's own phrasing with a Model Approach, and the questions a District Magistrate
or Joint Secretary would actually face on it. Every long field is broken into numbered points with its own heading, so the
argument reads from the headings alone. Where a story works through a sequence of effects, the whole chain is given in one
line before the points explain each link.
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1. Polity & Governance

Each of today'’s three stories asks where a discretionary power meets its limit. Parliament has told the Centre it may
frame CAPF service rules notwithstanding the Supreme Court’s 2025 judgment, and the Court must now say whether
that is allowed. The Election Commission has widened what its officers may do to a voter’s name without hearing the
voter. And the Delhi High Court has held that a visa is permission to travel, not a right to enter. In every case the
question is who checks the person holding the discretion.

1.1 CAPF Act reserves half of IG posts for deputation; contempt cases join its challenge

ISSUE THREAD CAPF cadre and IPS deputation (new thread) LENS Centre and States - Independence and accountability

STORY SO FAR For a decade the five Central Armed Police Forces’ own Group A officers have said IPS deputation blocks their
promotion. They won Non-Functional Financial Upgradation in the Delhi High Court (2015), upheld by the Supreme Court (2019).

THE NEWS New Delhi. A Supreme Court bench of Justices Ujjal Bhuyan and A. S. Chandurkar was to hear contempt
petitions on September 29, alleging that the Centre disobeyed the Court’s May 23, 2025 judgment on career progression of
CAPF cadre officers and IPS deputation. The Home Ministry was to explain why 46 IPS officers were brought in despite a
direction to “progressively reduce” deputation. The case was struck off, and on September 30 it went to a special bench of
Justices Manoj Misra and Bhuyan, because the Centre asked the Chief Justice to hear it with a separate challenge to its new
Central Armed Police Forces (General Administration) Act, The Indian Express reports. The Act reserves 50% of Inspector
General posts, at least 67% of Additional Director General posts and all Special DG and DG posts for deputation, and makes
rule-making operate “notwithstanding” a contrary judgment. Contempt is wilful disobedience of a court order.

THE CHAIN IN ONE LINE

Cadre officers win financial upgradation but stay stuck at the top = Supreme Court’s May 2025 judgment says reduce
IPS deputation progressively = 46 IPS officers still brought in = Parliament passes the CAPF Act reserving senior posts
— contempt cases and the challenge go to one bench

1. Police is a State subject, but the Union raises and controls its own armed forces —
Entry 2 of List Il gives States power over police. The Union’s own armed forces rest on
List I, and Entry 2A of List | lets the Union deploy them in a State in aid of the civil
power. So the Centre sets the CAPFs’ cadre rules.

STATIC SYLLABUS LINKAGE 2. The IPS is an All India Service, so its officers can be lent to the Centre — The All India

Services Act, 1951 gives effect to Article 312. An IPS officer belongs to a State cadre
and goes to the Centre only on deputation, with the State’s release. The CAPFs’ own
officers, recruited as Assistant Commandants, are a Central service, so each deputation
post is one promotion fewer for them.

1. Contempt and legislative override test the separation of powers — GS2 asks about
the “structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary”. A law
that says rules operate despite a judgment will be examined here.

WHY UPSC LOVES THIS
(TREND)

® Article 129 makes the Supreme Court a court of record with the power to punish
for contempt of itself.

® Article 141 makes the law declared by the Supreme Court binding on all courts

PRELIMS NUGGETS . .
in India.

e Under Article 312, Parliament may create an All India Service if the Rajya Sabha
passes a resolution by two-thirds of members present and voting.

ANALYSIS 1. A law may remove the ground under a judgment but cannot order the Court to look
away — Parliament may cure the defect a judgment found and let the Court judge the
new law afresh. It cannot declare that a judgment binds no one. The
“notwithstanding” wording reads like the second, and the Bench must say which it is. If
the Act stands, the contempt case weakens.
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2. The Centre has an administrative point, and the cadre has a fairness point — The
Home Ministry says forces sent into States need IPS officers as a link to State police,
yet States are slow to release them. Cadre officers say that cannot justify filling every
DG post from outside.

3. Lens — Independence and accountability: who chooses the bench is part of judicial
independence — The Chief Justice decides which bench sits, and moved the contempt
cases at the Centre’s request though CAPF lawyers said they were distinct. When the
party accused of contempt asks for the forum, the Court should give written reasons,
so that its independence is visible, not assumed.

“A law that overrides a judgment’s effect without removing its legal basis undermines
POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION separation of powers.” Examine with reference to the CAPF (General Administration) Act,
2026. (15 marks, 250 words)

1. Directive — Examine — Present both positions, test the claim against doctrine, reach a
view.

2. Introduction — a 2025 judgment, a 2026 Act — State the direction to reduce
deputation and the 50% IG, 67% Additional DG and all-DG reservations.

3. Body — Parliament may change the law but not nullify the judgment — Value
addition: the validation-law test, that a legislature may cure the defect the Court

MODEL APPROACH TO THE found.

MAINS QUESTION 4. Body — the Centre’s operational case has weight but is no licence for every top post

— Link with State police; States’ reluctance to release officers; cadre stagnation.

5. Body — the contempt case and the challenge need separate reasoning — Draw a
flowchart: judgment, Act, contempt petition, challenge, marking what depends on
what.

6. Conclusion — a minority quota with a published cadre review — Let rules, not an
override clause, set the deputation share.

Q1. As Home Secretary, how would you answer the cadre’s grievance while the Court is
ADMINISTRATOR'S still hearing the matter?

BRAINSTORM — Q & Approach: | would not wait for the verdict. | would publish a cadre review showing how
APPROACH many senior posts each stream has held and set a clear promotion rule inside the Act. |
would ask States to commit to a release schedule for IPS officers.

1.2 Election Commission lets EROs clear SIR notice cases without hearing, even without
BLO documents

ISSUE THREAD SIR of electoral rolls (update 11) LENS Liberty and order - Independence and accountability

STORY SO FAR The Special Intensive Revision re-verifies every elector. After bulk Form 7 objections, the EC ordered a probe, and a
September 29 letter ordered a special Form 6 drive for left-out voters where SIR is over.

THE NEWS New Delhi. The Election Commission has added three options in ERONET, its roll-management software, for
Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) in the 10 States and Union Territories in the SIR notice phase, The Hindu reports from
an EC video recorded on October 1 and shown to Delhi’s EROs on October 4, with no written instruction. For voters under
“logical discrepancies” or “no mapping”, an ERO may choose “without hearing” or “with hearing”. Where the booth-level
officer (BLO) uploaded documents, the ERO may mark the voter “found OK” without a hearing order; where none were
collected, the ERO may still mark the voter eligible after uploading a hearing order. Earlier a hearing order was needed only
to mark a voter ineligible, and an ineligible mark cannot be reversed. In Delhi, 33.1 lakh notices were issued, over 350
voters were marked ineligible, the notice phase ends on November 30 and the final roll is due on December 4.
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THE CHAIN IN ONE LINE

SIR re-verifies every elector = draft roll flags “no mapping” and “logical discrepancies” = over nine crore notices served
— hearings for all prove slow = EC adds options to clear cases without a hearing

1. Article 324 gives the Commission control of the rolls; Article 326 gives every adult a
vote — Article 324(1) vests superintendence, direction and control of the preparation
of electoral rolls in the Election Commission. Article 326 provides adult suffrage, so
every citizen of 18 or more who is not disqualified may be registered. Section 21 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1950 and the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960

STATIC SYLLABUS LINKAGE give the procedure.

2. Natural justice requires a hearing before a name is struck off — Audi alteram partem,
“hear the other side”, means no one may be adversely affected without notice and a
chance to answer. In Lal Babu Hussein v. Electoral Registration Officer (1995), the
Supreme Court dealt with names removed from rolls on doubts about citizenship and
stressed fair opportunity to the voter.

1. Roll revision tests the Election Commission’s fairness — GS2 asks about the “salient
features of the Representation of the People Act” and “statutory, regulatory and
various quasi-judicial bodies”. An ERQO’s duty to hear is such a procedure question.

WHY UPSC LOVES THIS
(TREND)

® Article 324 vests superintendence, direction and control of electoral rolls and
elections in the Election Commission.

® Article 326 provides for adult suffrage, with a voting age of 18 years, for Lok

Sabha and Assembly elections.
PRELIMS NUGGETS

® Electoral Registration Officers prepare and revise the roll under the
Representation of the People Act, 1950.

® Audi alteram partem is one of the two pillars of natural justice; the other is that
no one may be a judge in their own cause.

1. The new options let a hearing be skipped in the direction that helps a voter, but also
the one that harms — Clearing a voter in without a hearing saves weeks for people
whose documents are in order. But “without hearing” is also open for a voter with thin
papers, and an ineligible mark cannot be undone. A fair design keeps the quick route
for inclusion and makes a recorded hearing compulsory before deletion.

2. Instructions by video leave the officer carrying a rule no one wrote — An ERO told
The Hindu that guidelines changed often, some were oral, and officers were first told
to identify “suspected foreigners” and then told not to. An ERO’s decision is quasi-
judicial and needs a written authority that an appeal can read.

ANALYSIS

3. Lens — Independence and accountability: an independent Commission still has to be
checkable — The Commission’s independence lets it set its own timetable, but an
independent body must also be open to checking. Written instructions, a stated reason
for each deletion and an appeal are what make a power of this size answerable. An
officer would insist on them first.

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION Examine whether the Itilectlon Comm!55|on s new ERONET options for clearing SIR notice
cases are consistent with natural justice. (10 marks, 150 words)

MODEL APPROACH TO THE 1. Directive — Examine — Test the options against natural justice and give a reasoned
MAINS QUESTION view.

2. Introduction — three options, no hearing needed — Cite Article 324 and Section 21 of
the 1950 Act.
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3. Body — clearing a voter in without a hearing is harmless; deletion is not — Audi
alteram partem protects the person who may lose something.

4. Body — the weak point is irreversibility and unwritten orders — Value addition: Lal
Babu Hussein (1995); draw a flowchart of notice, hearing, order, appeal.

5. Conclusion — fast route for inclusion, written hearing for exclusion — Issue written
instructions and allow an appeal against deletion.

Q1. As an ERO with 60,000 notices and a deadline, how would you decide whom to call

for a hearing?
ADMINISTRATOR'S A h: 1 would clear first ter whose BLO d ts are in order, si
BRAINSTORM — Q & pproach: | would clear first every voter whose ocuments are in order, since a

APPROACH hearing adds nothing for them. | would call every voter | was inclined to mark ineligible
and record my reasons before deciding, as | cannot reverse the mark. | would also ask
the Commission for its instruction in writing.

1.3 Delhi High Court: a valid visa gives no legally enforceable right to enter India
ISSUE THREAD Foreigners, entry and the 2025 Act (new thread) LENS Rule of law and discretion - Liberty and order

STORY SO FAR Parliament passed the Immigration and Foreigners Act, 2025 on March 27 and April 2, 2025, replacing the
Foreigners Act, 1946 and three other Acts. Its Section 7 lets the Centre regulate or restrict entry.

THE NEWS New Delhi. Justice Amit Mahajan of the Delhi High Court on September 30 dismissed the petition of a
Turkmenistan citizen who landed at Indira Gandhi International Airport on March 25 on a valid business visa issued in
Ashgabat and was sent back the same day, though her husband, on the same flight, was admitted. She argued she got no
reasons and that this breached Articles 14 and 21. The Centre cited “adverse inputs” on security and public order, and the
court saw sealed-cover material (papers shown only to the judge) noting discrepancies in her details, no business card or
invitation letter, and her travel on medical and business visas. The court held there is “no inherent or legally enforceable
right of a foreign national to seek entry into India”, that visa, entry permission and immigration clearance are distinct, and
that without a legal right no writ under Article 226 lies, The Hindu reports.

THE CHAIN IN ONE LINE

Foreigners Act, 1946 gives the Centre power over entry = Hans Muller (1955) upholds broad discretion = Louis De
Raedt (1991) confines foreigners’ rights to Article 21 = Immigration and Foreigners Act, 2025 repeals the 1946 Act and
keeps the power = Delhi High Court applies it to a visa holder turned back at the airport

1. Some fundamental rights belong to everyone, others only to citizens — Articles 14
and 21 protect any “person”, so a foreigner may invoke them. Article 19(1)(e), the right
to reside and settle in any part of India, is for citizens only. In Louis De Raedt v. Union
of India (1991), as The Hindu puts it, a foreigner’s fundamental rights are confined to
Article 21.

STATIC SYLLABUS LINKAGE 2. The State’s power over aliens is wide, and the 2025 Act continues it — In Hans Muller

of Nurenburg v. Superintendent, Presidency Jail (1955), the Supreme Court held that
the Foreigners Act, 1946 gave the Centre broad discretion over foreigners, including
expulsion. The 2025 Act repeals that Act, the Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920, the
Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939 and the Immigration (Carriers’ Liability) Act, 2000,
and creates a Bureau of Immigration, per PRS.

1. Entry of foreigners joins sovereignty with the limits of discretion — GS2 covers
WHY UPSC LOVES THIS “fundamental rights” and “government policies and interventions”. A ruling that
(TREND) border control is a discretion, checked only by an Article 21 minimum, is a ready
argument.
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® Article 19(1)(e) guarantees the right to reside and settle in any part of India to
citizens only.

PRELIMS NUGGETS ® Articles 14 and 21 apply to any person on Indian territory, citizen or foreigner.

® The Immigration and Foreigners Act, 2025 requires a foreigner to hold a valid
passport or travel document and a valid visa to enter India.

1. A visa is permission to arrive at a border, not a promise of admission — An embassy
grants a visa in advance on the papers; the immigration officer meets the person and
the facts at the airport. The court treats these as two decisions, and the second may
differ from the first.

2. The Article 14 claim failed because equality needs persons alike in every relevant
respect — Both spouses held the same visa, but the Centre said the adverse inputs
concerned the wife alone. Article 14 bars unequal treatment of equals, not of persons

ANALYSIS whose facts differ. She could not test those facts, as they sat in a sealed cover.

3. Lens — Rule of law and discretion: wide power over entry is lawful, but detention
needs a law — The Jharkhand High Court on October 1 asked “under what authority of
law” a Jamtara woman, treated as Bangladeshi, remains at the Foreigners’ Holding
Centre at Hazaribag after finishing her sentence, though a court acquitted her under
the Foreigners Act in July, The Indian Express reports. A thoughtful officer would
accept discretion at the gate and insist on a recorded legal order for every day of
detention.

“Possession of a visa does not create a right to enter India.” Examine in the light of the
Immigration and Foreigners Act, 2025 and precedent. (15 marks, 250 words)

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

1. Directive — Examine — Test the proposition against statute and cases; say where
discretion stops.

2. Introduction — the Delhi High Court’s September 30 ruling — Visa, permission and
clearance are distinct.

3. Body — sovereignty over entry is settled law — Hans Muller (1955), Section 7 of the
MODEL APPROACH TO THE 2025 Act, Article 19(1)(e) for citizens only.

MAINS QUESTION 4. Body — a foreigner keeps Article 21 and fair process, but a sealed cover limits

challenge — Value addition: Louis De Raedt (1991).

5. Body — refusal needs recorded reasons even if shared only with the court — Draw a
chart: visa, clearance, refusal, writ review.

6. Conclusion — keep the power, add reasons and review — Rules under the Act should
require written reasons and a time-bound review.

Q1. As an immigration officer you are told to turn back a passenger with a valid visa on
ADMINISTRATOR'S an intelligence input. What do you do?

BRAINSTORM — Q & Approach: | would act only through the order the statute allows and record the ground,
APPROACH even if | cannot share the details. | would treat the passenger with dignity, let her
contact her embassy and not hold her without a lawful basis.
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2. Economy

All three stories today are about how hard the State presses on business, and whether the rules are clear before it does.
The GST Council will decide on October 7 whether to trade arrest powers and trapped tax credit for data-led trust, the
RBI’s MPC is weighing an oil shock it cannot control against a rupee and bond market it can, and a tax tribunal has
shown that one undefined word in a treaty can decide what foreign capital pays. In each case, certainty of rules matters
as much as the headline rate.

2.1 GST Council on October 7 to Consider Dropping Arrest Powers and Unlocking
Blocked Input Tax Credit

ISSUE THREAD GST revenue and its structure (update 2) LENS Centre and States - Market and State

STORY SO FAR GST, in force since July 2017, had its rates cut in 2025. Gross collections rose 14.7% in September 2026, but imports
supplied a record 32.2% of the revenue. The Council meets on October 7.

THE NEWS New Delhi. The GST Council meets on Wednesday, October 7, to consider a “broad overhaul” of GST procedure,
The Economic Times reports. These are proposals, not decisions; ET says Centre and State officials have discussed them
“threadbare” for nine months. They include removing arrest powers under GST law, raising the prosecution threshold to X5
crore from X1 crore, and refunding tax paid on plant, machinery and input services over five years. Input tax credit (ITC) is
tax paid on purchases, set off against tax collected on sales. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, in an article in The
Indian Express and The Hindu, writes that gross collections were X12.46 lakh crore in April-September 2026, up 11.6%, and
reported taxable supplies grew 25.8% between October 2025 and July 2026.

THE CHAIN IN ONE LINE

Rate cuts of September 2025 lift reported sales = collections grow at double digits = attention shifts from rates to
procedure: returns, refunds, credit disputes = nine months of Centre-State officer talks = Council meets on October 7

1. The GST Council can be blocked by the Centre alone but cannot decide without it —
Article 279A, inserted by the 101st Amendment Act, 2016, makes the Union Finance
Minister chair, with the Union Minister of State and each State’s finance minister as
members. The Centre holds one-third of the weighted votes, States two-thirds, and a
decision needs three-fourths. In Union of India v. Mohit Minerals (2022) the Supreme

STATIC SYLLABUS LINKAGE Court held its recommendations persuasive, not binding.

2. Section 16 of the CGST Act allows input tax credit and Section 17(5) blocks parts of it
— Under the CGST Act, 2017, credit is allowed on business inputs, among other
conditions only if the supplier has paid the tax. Section 17(5) lists “blocked credits”
such as outdoor catering, health services and vehicles seating up to 13 persons, with
exceptions.

1. GS3 resource mobilisation and GS2 federal structure meet in GST — The GS3 line is
“Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth,
development and employment”.

WHY UPSC LOVES THIS
(TREND)

® Article 279A, inserted by the 101st Amendment Act, 2016, creates the GST
Council; the Centre has one-third and States two-thirds of weighted votes, and
decisions need a three-fourths majority.

® Section 17(5) of the CGST Act, 2017 lists the “blocked credits” on which input tax
PRELIMS NUGGETS credit cannot be claimed even though used in business.

® Section 69 of the CGST Act authorises arrest for specified offences; Section 132
prescribes punishments in bands linked to tax evaded.

® In Union of India v. Mohit Minerals (2022) the Supreme Court held that GST
Council recommendations are not binding on Parliament or State legislatures.
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1. Letting an honest buyer keep credit moves fraud’s cost to the one best placed to bear
it — Today, if a supplier up the chain never deposits tax, the buyer loses credit and
fights a notice, which ET calls a leading cause of litigation. Under the proposal the
buyer keeps it and the department chases the defaulter, as invoices are now matched
one by one. The counter-view is that “bona fide” is a judgement, so the dispute may
move to the buyer’s good faith.

2. Releasing stuck credit is a capital stimulus with no new subsidy — Many 5% goods,

including food, pharma, textiles and electric vehicles, bear a higher tax on inputs than
ANALYSIS on output, an inverted duty structure, so credit piles up unused. EY’s Bipin Sapra calls
the fix a “capex stimulus comparable to a PLI scheme without creating a new subsidy”.
ET prints no revenue cost.

3. Lens — Centre and States: a procedural reform is real only when every legislature
mirrors it — Each State has an SGST Act that copies the central law, so dropping arrest
powers takes effect only when Parliament and every State legislature amend. States
also share the cost of faster refunds, though Ms Sitharaman says their SGST receipts
rose about 16% in April-September. A thoughtful officer would watch State
amendments, not the communique.

Examine how the proposed GST process reforms ease blocked input tax credit and what
they ask of the States. (15 marks, 250 words)

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

1. Directive — Examine — Weigh what reforms give business against what they demand
of Centre and States.

2. Introduction — GST has matured, so the next gain is in procedure — Cite the 2025
rate cuts and the October 7 agenda.

3. Body — locked credit is business capital the State holds — Inverted-duty refunds free
MODEL APPROACH TO THE working capital. Diagram: a supplier-to-buyer chain showing where credit breaks.

MAINS QUESTION 4. Body — genuine-buyer relief and decriminalisation trade fear for data — Invoice

matching lets officers chase defaulters; deterrence may weaken.

5. Body — States bear revenue cost and must mirror the law — Value addition: Article
279A’s three-fourths rule; Mohit Minerals (2022).

6. Conclusion — publish the fiscal cost and enact in every SGST Act — Judge success by
fewer notices and faster refunds.

Q1. You are a GST Commissioner. Arrest powers are being withdrawn and officers fear
fake-invoice fraud will rise. What do you do?
ADMINISTRATOR'S

BRAINSTORM — Q & Approach: | would shift effort from arrest to data. Invoice matching and risk scoring can
APPROACH flag a shell supplier early, and recovery can proceed through attachment and civil
action. | would report any rise in evasion to the Board so the design is corrected with
evidence.

2.2 RBI's MPC Meets October 5-7 With ET Poll Expecting a 25 bp Hike to 5.50%

ISSUE THREAD Inflation, rates and the RBI (update 8) LENS Market and State - Short-term relief and long-term reform

STORY SO FAR Retail inflation hit 4.82% in August, above the 4% target, while the repo stayed at 5.25%. The US Fed'’s rate rise
pulled money out and weakened the rupee, so an October RBI hike looked likely.

THE NEWS Mumbai. The Reserve Bank of India’s six-member Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) begins a three-day
meeting on Monday, October 5, with its decision due on October 7. This is a preview, not a decision. An Economic Times
poll of 21 economists and bank executives finds 20 expecting a rise of 25 basis points (a basis point is one-hundredth of a
percentage point) in the repo rate, the rate at which the RBI lends to banks, from 5.25% to 5.50%; one expects no change.
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ET cites Brent crude above $100 since early September against the RBI’s FY27 assumption of $85, a June-September
monsoon deficit of nearly 13%, and the US Fed’s September rise, which has cut the India-US 10-year yield gap to 189 bp.

THE CHAIN IN ONE LINE

West Asia conflict lifts Brent above $100 = imported fuel costs and a weak monsoon push inflation toward 6% — the US
Fed raises rates and India’s yield advantage narrows = strong growth removes the case for waiting = MPC weighs a
hike

1. The MPC is a statutory six-member committee that decides by majority — Section
457B of the RBI Act, 1934 gives the Governor as chair, the Deputy Governor for
monetary policy, one RBI officer, and three external members appointed by the
Centre. Decisions bind the RBI, and the Governor has a casting vote in a tie. Under
Section 45ZA the Centre sets the inflation target every five years; ET prints 4% with a

STATIC SYLLABUS LINKAGE 2% band.

2. The policy corridor puts the repo between a floor and a ceiling — The Standing
Deposit Facility (SDF), where banks park surplus cash without collateral, is 25 bp below
the repo; the Marginal Standing Facility (MSF), the emergency overnight window, is 25
bp above. The RBI’s rate page shows repo 5.25%, SDF 5.00%, MSF 5.50%, so a 25 bp
hike would lift SDF to 5.25% and MSF to 5.75%.

1. Inflation and monetary policy sit under GS3 resource mobilisation — The syllabus line
is “Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth,
development and employment”.

WHY UPSC LOVES THIS
(TREND)

® The Monetary Policy Committee is constituted under Section 45ZB of the RBI
Act, 1934: three members from the RBI including the Governor as chair, and
three appointed by the Central Government.

® Under Section 45ZA of the RBI Act, the Central Government, in consultation with
PRELIMS NUGGETS the RBI, notifies the inflation target once every five years.

e The Standing Deposit Facility is the floor and the Marginal Standing Facility the
ceiling of the liquidity corridor, with the repo rate between them.

® The Cash Reserve Ratio is the share of deposits banks hold with the RBI in cash;
the Statutory Liquidity Ratio is the share held in liquid assets.

1. A rate rise cannot refill an oil tanker, but it can stop an oil shock becoming a price
habit — This is mostly a supply shock, and as the Bank of England’s Swati Dhingra
warns, rates will not reopen a blocked strait. They do restrain “second-round” effects,
when firms and workers lift prices and wages because they expect more inflation. ET’s
Mythili Bhusnurmath adds that the government has absorbed the oil rise so far, a
cushion that will not last.

2. The hike defends the capital account, because global money is no longer cheap — Ms
Bhusnurmath notes the balance of payments was negative by $23.6 billion in 2025-26,
and the swap window “cannot be viewed as a permanent solution”. The Indian Express
notes US and French 10-year yields up 1.2-1.4 points in a year against 0.7 for India’s
7.21%. Bank of Baroda’s Madan Sabnavis counters that a hike could dent festival
spending.

ANALYSIS

3. Lens — Short-term relief and long-term reform: an early small hike is cheaper than a
late large one — Holding rates gives festive relief; a 4% target that markets believe is
the long-term reform that keeps borrowing cheap. If inflation reaches the 6.2-6.3%
some fear, Goldman Sachs expects a longer tightening cycle. A thoughtful policymaker
would hike a little now, while accepting that no rate cures dependence on imported oil
and the monsoon.
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“A rate rise cannot cure inflation caused by oil and a weak monsoon.” Do you agree? Use

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION . . .
Q India’s present situation. (10 marks, 150 words)

1. Directive — Do you agree — Take a position and meet the counter-view.

2. Introduction — MPC meets with Brent above $100 and a 13% monsoon deficit —
Name the 4% target and 2% band.

3. Body — rates cannot lower oil or grain prices — A supply shock is not cured by
MODEL APPROACH TO THE demand restraint.
MAINS QUESTION

4. Body — but they stop second-round effects and defend the rupee — Value addition:
Section 45ZA target. Diagram: oil price to expectations to wages, hike cutting the last
link.

5. Conclusion — pair a small hike with supply measures — Buffer stocks, imports and
fuel taxes carry the supply side.

Q1. As an MPC member you see strong growth but rising inflation expectations. How

do you decide, and explain it?
ADMINISTRATOR'S A h: | Id decid the inflation f t two to f t head, not
BRAINSTORM — Q & pproach: | would decide on the inflation forecast two to four quarters ahead, no

APPROACH today’s print, against the 4% target and 2-6% band. Publicly | would explain the
reasoning plainly, say what data would change my view, and avoid surprising the
market, because credibility is the RBI's main tool.

2.3 ITAT Delhi Spares Irish Company Fireeye from Tax on an Indirect Share Transfer,
Narrowing Tiger Global

ISSUE THREAD Indirect transfers and treaty tax (new thread) LENS Market and State - Independence and accountability

STORY SO FAR Foreign investors often reach India through treaty countries such as Mauritius and Singapore. Whether a sale
abroad of a company owning Indian assets is taxable in India has been disputed since Vodafone.

THE NEWS Mumbai. The Delhi Bench of the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT), a quasi-judicial body, in an order
released on September 30, exempted the Irish company Fireeye from capital gains tax under the India-Ireland treaty, The
Economic Times reports. In 2021-22 Fireeye sold shares of a US entity holding shares in an Indian company, an indirect
transfer: a sale abroad of a company that holds Indian assets. The Tribunal questioned the tax department’s equating
“transfer” in the Income Tax Act with “alienation” in Article 13(5)/13(6) of the treaty; neither defines “alienation”, and only
Article 13(4) covers indirect transfers expressly. In January 2026 the Supreme Court, in Tiger Global, held that indirect gains
of a Mauritius entity were not protected by the India-Mauritius treaty. The High Court is yet to rule on the question.

THE CHAIN IN ONE LINE

Vodafone (2012) holds Section 9(1)(i) does not reach offshore sales = Parliament adds Explanation 5 retrospectively =
Mauritius and Singapore stay seen as safe = Tiger Global (January 2026) denies treaty cover = ITAT Delhi finds the
India-Ireland wording protects Fireeye

STATIC SYLLABUS LINKAGE 1. Section 9(1)(i) reaches indirect transfers only because Parliament added Explanation
5in 2012 — Section 9(1)(i) of the Income-tax Act, 1961 treats income from transfer of
a capital asset in India as arising in India. In Vodafone International Holdings v. Union
of India (January 2012) the Supreme Court held it was not a “look through” provision.
The Finance Act, 2012 added Explanation 5, retrospectively deeming shares of a
foreign company deriving substantial value from Indian assets to be in India.

2. A tax treaty divides taxing rights, and the more beneficial of treaty and Act prevails
— A Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) allocates taxing rights so income is
not taxed twice; Article 13 usually covers capital gains from “alienation” of property.
Under Section 90(2) of the 1961 Act the more beneficial of treaty and Act applies. Per
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the Supreme Court Observer, Tiger Global (January 15, 2026) held that India-Mauritius
protection for pre-April 2017 shares covers direct transfers only.

1. Tax certainty for foreign investors is a GS3 resource-mobilisation theme — The
syllabus line is “Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of
resources, growth, development and employment”.

WHY UPSC LOVES THIS
(TREND)

® Section 9(1)(i) of the Income-tax Act, 1961 deems income from transfer of a
capital asset situated in India to accrue or arise in India.

e Explanation 5 to Section 9(1)(i), added by the Finance Act, 2012, responded to
the Supreme Court’s Vodafone ruling that the section did not cover offshore

PRELIMS NUGGETS share transfers.

e Under Section 90(2) of the Income-tax Act, 1961, a tax treaty applies to the
extent it is more beneficial to the taxpayer than the Act.

® Ataxresidency certificate from the investor’'s home tax authority is needed to
claim treaty benefits; Tiger Global held it not conclusive.

1. The Fireeye order is narrow: it turns on one word, not on a change of policy — A
tribunal read the treaty text; it did not overrule the Supreme Court. The treaty names
indirect transfers in Article 13(4) but not in 13(5)/13(6), echoing Vodafone's idea that
law must say so expressly. Khaitan’s Ashish Mehta puts the test as what was sold:
shares of a foreign company or of an Indian one. The order binds only these parties.

2. India has swung between treaty certainty and anti-avoidance, and investors pay for
the swings — Parliament taxed retrospectively in 2012 and the Court tightened treaty
cover in 2026, while Mauritius and Singapore remain the main gateways for inflows, ET
says. Taxing value built on Indian assets is fair, but uncertainty raises the cost of
capital; PRS records that the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Act, 2026
exempted foreign investors’ government-securities interest.

ANALYSIS

3. Lens — Market and State: certainty is a public good the State should supply by
statute, not litigation — Investors want a clear rule in advance; the State wants to tax
real Indian value. Case-by-case rulings give neither. A thoughtful officer would say in
the treaty and Act when an indirect transfer is taxable and what substance a claimant
must show.

Do retrospective tax changes and judicial surprises raise the cost of foreign capital?
POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION . . L
Q Examine with reference to indirect transfers. (15 marks, 250 words)

1. Directive — Examine — Weigh the State’s right to tax against investor certainty.

2. Introduction — an indirect transfer is a sale abroad of a company holding Indian
assets — Cite Vodafone, Tiger Global and Fireeye.

3. Body — the State has a real case against treaty abuse — A residency certificate is not

conclusive; letterbox entities should not escape tax on Indian value.
MODEL APPROACH TO THE
MAINS QUESTION 4. Body — each reversal adds a risk premium — Diagram: a 2012-2026 timeline of the

swing.

5. Body — the cure is clarity in law and treaty text — Value addition: Vodafone’s point
that Parliament must say expressly when it taxes indirect transfers.

6. Conclusion — protect revenue by clear, prospective rules — Define “alienation” and
set substance tests.
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Q1. The department lost the Fireeye case at the Tribunal. As a Commissioner, do you

recommend an appeal to the High Court?
ADMINISTRATOR'S

BRAINSTORM — Q & Approach: Only if the order raises a substantial question of law that Tiger Global has
APPROACH not settled, and the meaning of “alienation” may qualify. Appealing merely to meet a
target deepens investor distrust. | would also ask the Board to clarify the treaty
wording.
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4. International Relations

Two stories today show how geography has become India’s trade policy. In the west, a war that began at the Strait of
Hormuz has reached the other end of the Arabian Peninsula, and the sea lanes that carry India’s oil and goods are being
fought over by armies India does not control. In the east, a methanol barge leaving Assam for Dhaka shows the
opposite: a route India can build and open on its own terms.

3.1 Yemen’s government launches an offensive to retake Houthi areas after the Houthis
seize Bab el-Mandeb

ISSUE THREAD West Asia war: Iran, Saudi, Houthis (update 7) LENS Strategic autonomy and partnership - National interest and global
commons
STORY SO FAR The war that began with US-Israeli strikes on Iran in February has widened to Saudi Arabia and Yemen, with
Hormuz closed. On October 2 the G7 agreed to release 100 million barrels of oil stocks.

THE NEWS Aden, October 4. Yemen’s Saudi-backed, internationally recognised government said on Sunday it was
launching a major military campaign to recapture all areas held by the Iran-backed Houthis, Reuters reports in The Indian
Express. Presidential Leadership Council head Rashad al-Alimi said it would go on “until the country is liberated”. The
Houthis have held the capital Sanaa and the northwest since 2014. Last month they took the Bab el-Mandeb strait and
about 150 km of Red Sea coast, opening a new front in the war on Iran. They say they fired missiles and drones at Saudi
Aramco sites after 50 Saudi-led strikes in 12 hours. Saudi Arabia leads the air war, Yemeni forces fight on the ground and
the US gives intelligence. Separately, Iran says Hormuz stays shut until seven conditions from the June Islamabad
Memorandum of Understanding with the US are met, while Irag has loaded a 2-million-barrel tanker to sail through it, The
Economic Times reports.

THE CHAIN IN ONE LINE

Houthis take Sanaa in 2014 — Saudi-led coalition enters in 2015 = 2022 truce largely holds = war on Iran closes Hormuz
— Houthis seize Bab el-Mandeb, government launches offensive

1. Bab el-Mandeb is the southern gate of the Suez route — The strait separates Yemen
from Djibouti and links the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden. Ships from Asia to Europe pass
it, then the Red Sea and the Suez Canal, avoiding the voyage round the Cape of Good
Hope. Ships have a right of transit passage through such straits under the UN

STATIC SYLLABUS LINKAGE Convention on the Law of the Sea.

2. Resolution 2216 treats the Houthi takeover as illegitimate — The UN Security Council
adopted it in April 2015 under Chapter VIl of the UN Charter. It demanded that the
Houthis withdraw from seized areas and give up their arms, and imposed an arms
embargo on named Houthi leaders.

1. GS2 asks how other countries’ wars land on India — The syllabus line is “Effect of
policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests”. A
guestion on how chokepoint closures change India’s oil and freight bills is a safe bet.

WHY UPSC LOVES THIS
(TREND)

® Bab el-Mandeb lies between Yemen and Djibouti; the Strait of Hormuz joins the
Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman.

PRELIMS NUGGETS ® UNSC Resolution 2216 of 2015 on Yemen was adopted under Chapter VIl of the
UN Charter.

® AVLCC, or very large crude carrier, carries about 2 million barrels of oil.

ANALYSIS 1. The offensive is about leverage at the table as much as land — A government that has
not held its capital for twelve years cannot easily take mountain country from a
hardened militia. The announcement is more likely meant to raise the price of a
settlement. For India, a negotiated reopening of the sea lane is likelier than a military
one.
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2. India faces two chokepoints with two different keyholders — Hormuz is shut by a
state that sets conditions and talks through intermediaries; Bab el-Mandeb is held by a
group that may not follow Tehran’s bargaining. A deal on the first would not
automatically reopen the second. Iraq’s shipment shows the market’s answer: the
seller takes the risk, so buyers still get oil.

3. Lens — Strategic autonomy and partnership: India cannot take a side, but it can
choose its dependencies — Saudi Arabia and Iraq supply oil and host millions of
Indians, while Iran offers Chabahar, so any camp costs India somewhere. The
autonomy it can afford is practical: more suppliers, reserves and routes. A thoughtful
officer would keep naval escorts and diplomacy for safe passage and back a political
settlement at the UN.

“The Red Sea and the Persian Gulf are now India’s most exposed trade frontiers.”
POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION Examine how West Asian conflict affects India’s energy and trade security and how India
should respond. (15 marks, 250 words)

1. Directive — Examine — Break the issue into parts, show the effect on India, then
weigh the response.

2. Introduction — two straits, one exposure — Hormuz is closed and Bab el-Mandeb is in
Houthi hands, so both routes are disrupted.

3. Body — the cost lands through price, freight and supply — Higher crude and freight
MODEL APPROACH TO THE bills, strain on oil companies’ finances, and risk to seafarers and the diaspora.

MAINS QUESTION 4. Body — India’s tools are diversification and presence, not alliance — Spread

suppliers, build reserves, keep naval deployments, back UN mediation.

5. Value addition and diagram — Draw the two straits and the Suez route with India’s
crude arrows; cite the G7 stock release.

6. Conclusion — resilience over reaction — Less dependence on any one sea lane turns a
closure into a cost, not a crisis.

Q1. You are Joint Secretary in the Petroleum Ministry. Refiners seek approval for a
costly spot cargo moved through Iraq’s new route beyond Hormuz. How do you decide?

ADMINISTRATOR'S

BRAINSTORM — Q & Approach: | would ask the oil companies for the true insurance, freight and security
APPROACH cost and compare it with the nearest alternative. | would approve only if cost and crew
risk are within a margin set in advance, and record the reasons for audit. | would brief
the External Affairs Ministry. Buying oil at any price is not energy security.

3.2 Bogibeel to Dhaka: India’s first waterway cargo from Dibrugarh to a foreign port

ISSUE THREAD Inland waterways and Bangladesh connectivity (new thread) LENS Strategic autonomy and partnership - Short-term relief
and long-term reform
STORY SO FAR India and Bangladesh have a river-trade protocol dating from 1972, and the Brahmaputra is a notified national
waterway. Assam’s goods, however, have mostly moved out by road and rail.

THE NEWS Dibrugarh, October 5. Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal is to flag off the
first international cargo from Bogibeel Terminal in Dibrugarh at 11 a.m. on Monday, according to a Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways release of October 4. The consignment is methanol, an industrial chemical used for plastics and
fuels, from Assam Petrochemicals Limited, bound for Pangaon Port near Dhaka. It will travel on National Waterway-2,
which is the Brahmaputra, and the India-Bangladesh Protocol Route, the river stretches the two countries have agreed
may be used for each other’s trade. The release calls it the first time since Independence that cargo has gone from
Dibrugarh to a foreign port by waterway. It gives no volume, freight rate or schedule for later voyages.
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THE CHAIN IN ONE LINE

Partition cuts Assam’s river links through East Bengal in 1947 = a 1972 protocol allows river trade between India and
Bangladesh = the Brahmaputra becomes a national waterway with a terminal at Bogibeel = Assam Petrochemicals
loads methanol = first Dibrugarh cargo to a foreign port sails

1. Parliament, not the States, declares national waterways — Entry 24 of the Union List
gives Parliament power over shipping and navigation on inland waterways declared by
law to be national waterways. The National Waterways Act, 2016 declared 111
waterways national. National Waterway-2 is the Brahmaputra from Dhubri to Sadiya in

Assam, about 891 km.
STATIC SYLLABUS LINKAGE
2. IWAI develops the waterways and a 1972 protocol opens them to Bangladesh — The

Inland Waterways Authority of India, a statutory body under the Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways, was set up by the IWAI Act, 1985 to build and regulate
national waterways. The Protocol on Inland Water Transit and Trade, signed in 1972,
lets each country’s vessels carry goods over specified river routes of the other.

1. GS2 and GS3 both ask about neighbourhood connectivity and transport — The GS2
WHY UPSC LOVES THIS line is “India and its neighbourhood — relations”; GS3 covers “infrastructure: ports,
(TREND) roads, railways”. An examiner can ask how waterways help the landlocked northeast
reach markets.

o National Waterway-1 is the Ganga from Prayagraj to Haldia; National Waterway-
2 is the Brahmaputra from Dhubri to Sadiya.

PRELIMS NUGGETS ® The National Waterways Act, 2016 declared 111 national waterways.
o The Inland Waterways Authority of India was created by an Act of 1985.

® Entry 24 of the Union List covers shipping and navigation on national waterways.

1. A waterway is a corridor only when cargo moves both ways — One consignment
proves the channel can be used, not that it pays. Barges earn their keep with freight in
both directions and with reliable ports, dredging and customs clearance. The release
says nothing about a regular service.

2. The route gives the northeast an exit beyond one road — Assam’s goods have long
depended on a narrow land link to the rest of India. A river route to Dhaka opens a
ANALYSIS second path to a market and to the sea. The gain depends on a neighbour’s goodwill,

so it ties the northeast to Dhaka’s politics as well.

3. Lens — Short-term relief and long-term reform: a flag-off is easy, a working corridor
is a decade of maintenance — The ceremony is a signal, but the Brahmaputra shifts its
channel and silts up, so depth must be dredged every season. A sensible officer would
judge the project by repeat sailings and cargo volumes after a year, and fund channel
maintenance as a fixed budget line.

Examine how inland waterways can strengthen India’s connectivity with Bangladesh and
the development of the northeast. (10 marks, 150 words)

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

MODEL APPROACH TO THE 1. Directive — Examine — Show the benefits and the limits, and reach a judgement.

MAINS QUESTION .
2. Introduction — a first cargo opens an old route — The Dibrugarh-Dhaka consignment

on NW-2 shows waterways can link Assam to Bangladesh.

3. Body — cheaper, greener and less congested than road — Lower cost per tonne,
relief for the narrow land link, and a new market for Assam’s industry.

4. Body — it needs dredging, terminals and trust — Channel depth, return cargo and
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customs facilitation decide success; draw the route Bogibeel-Dhubri-Pangaon.

5. Conclusion — build the system, not the ceremony — Regular sailings and
maintenance will turn a symbolic first into a trade corridor.

Q1. As Collector of Dibrugarh, how would you make sure local traders actually use the
Bogibeel terminal after the flag-off?

. Approach: | would call the district industries centre, exporters, customs and the
ADMINISTRATOR'S . R R
BRAINSTORM — Q & terminal operator together and list what stops a trader from booking a barge, such as
APPROACH paperwork, storage or cost. | would ask for one contact point and a fixed sailing
schedule so small exporters can plan. | would review sailings and cargo monthly with
IWAI and write to the State about road links to the terminal. A terminal used by one
chemical firm helps that firm, not the district.
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5. Environment & Ecology

Delhi has announced protection for its Ridge again and again, and today’s numbers show how much is still on paper. A
forest is protected in law only when the final notification is issued, and the capital’s green lung has waited decades for
it. The test is whether a government that wants to protect a forest will also settle the claims, encroachments and court
cases in its way.

4.1 Delhi notifies 112.3 ha of the Northern Ridge as reserved forest while 2,073 ha stays
outside Section 20

1SSUE THREAD Delhi’s Ridge and forest protection (new thread) LENS Development and environment - Rule of law and discretion

STORY SO FAR The Ridge, the Aravalli’s spur in Delhi, was first notified as forest in 1994 but never fully declared reserved forest;
courts and the National Green Tribunal have pressed Delhi to finish.

THE NEWS New Delhi. On Friday, October 2, the Delhi government approved the Phase-I notification declaring 112.3
hectares (112.328 ha) of the Northern Ridge, an extension of the Aravalli range, a reserved forest under Section 20 of the
Indian Forest Act, 1927, The Indian Express reports. It excluded 8.61 ha of demarcated land. A reserved forest is the
strongest legal class of forest. In May 2026 Delhi notified 673.32 ha of the Central Ridge out of 991.9 ha demarcated, and in
September approved a draft for 400.541 ha in the Southern Ridge. Minutes of the Delhi Ridge Management Board for June
2026 show 7,772.3 ha demarcated, 4,850.3 ha already notified, 848.769 ha proposed and 2,073.226 ha still out. The Forest
department told the National Green Tribunal (NGT) that encroachments, pending litigation and incomplete Tatima (land-
record) proceedings cause the delay.

THE CHAIN IN ONE LINE

Ridge notified under Section 4 on May 24, 1994 = rights and claims must be settled before Section 20 = encroachment,
court stays and unfinished land records stall settlement = the Central Empowered Committee finds in May 2024 that
only 1.33% is notified under Section 20 — Delhi notifies in phases in 2026

1. The Indian Forest Act, 1927 makes a reserved forest through notices ending in
Section 20 — Under Section 4 the State government notifies its intention to constitute
a reserved forest. A Forest Settlement Officer then inquires into claims of rights, with
an appeal allowed. Only then does the government issue the Section 20 notification,
STATIC SYLLABUS LINKAGE declaring the reserved forest. Section 29 creates the lighter protected forest.

2. The Supreme Court, the CEC and the NGT oversee the Ridge — The Ridge is under the
Supreme Court’s watch in the T. N. Godavarman case, and the Central Empowered
Committee (CEC), set up by the court in 2002, reports on encroachment. The National
Green Tribunal, created in 2010, separately monitors compliance.

1. The GS3 syllabus covers “conservation, environmental pollution and degradation” —
WHY UPSC LOVES THIS A question may ask why legal status, not policy intent, decides whether a forest
(TREND) survives urban pressure. The Ridge shows the gap between notified, demarcated and
actually protected land.

® Section 20 of the Indian Forest Act, 1927 is the provision under which a State
government finally declares a reserved forest, after settlement of rights.

® Section 29 of the Indian Forest Act, 1927 provides for protected forests, where
activities are regulated rather than prohibited.

o The Delhi Ridge is an extension of the Aravalli range.

PRELIMS NUGGETS

® The Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994 requires prior permission from the
designated Tree Officer to fell trees in Delhi.

e The National Green Tribunal, set up under the National Green Tribunal Act,
2010, hears civil cases on environmental laws including the Indian Forest Act,
1927.
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1. A notification is a promise to the forest only once the human claims on the land are
settled — Section 20 cannot be issued until claims are settled, and the Ridge holds
village settlements, unauthorised colonies, jhuggi clusters, religious structures and
government allotments. Settling them means paying, relocating or litigating.
Announcements without that work make headlines, not forests.

2. Phase-wise notification protects the easy land first and lets the hard land slip — The
2,073.226 ha left out is largely the disputed land, so the most threatened parts are
protected last. The Supreme Court said in November 2025 that non-notification does

ANALYSIS not strip the Ridge of protection, but that without proper statutory protection its

integrity cannot be preserved. The counter-view is that phasing avoids waiting for

every case, fair only if later phases carry dates.

3. Lens — Rule of law and discretion: exclusions show who decides what stays
unprotected — The May Central Ridge notice left out the President’s Bodyguard
Ground (12.6 ha), an ISRO earth station (0.68 ha), the 14th-century Malcha Mahal
(0.09 ha) and a pump station (0.15 ha), for later phases. Each may have a reason, but
together they show case-by-case choice. A thoughtful officer would publish every
excluded parcel with its reason and a date.

Delhi’s Ridge was first notified in 1994, yet little is reserved forest. Examine the causes
and suggest how protection can be completed. (15 marks, 250 words)

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

1. Directive — Examine — Probe causes and weigh remedies; do not only narrate.

2. Introduction — a forest is protected in law only after Section 20 — Contrast the 1994
Section 4 notice with 7,772.3 ha demarcated and 2,073.226 ha still out.

3. Body — unsettled claims, encroachment and litigation, not a lack of law, cause the

delay — Value addition: the CEC’s 2024 finding of 1.33% notified.
MODEL APPROACH TO THE
MAINS QUESTION 4. Body — phasing protects the easy land first and leaves the contested land —

Supreme Court, November 2025: the State had not acted with swiftness.

5. Body — a dated public plan turns discretion into accountability — Diagram: flowchart
from Section 4 to settlement to Section 20, marking where the Ridge is stuck.

6. Conclusion — finish settlement, publish exclusions, set deadlines — Tie protection to
sustainable urban development.

Q1. As Principal Secretary (Forests) you find 2,073 ha of the Ridge left out of
notification over disputed land records. What will you do?

ADMINISTRATOR'S Approach: | would first publish a parcel-wise register stating why each portion is
BRAINSTORM — Q & excluded, so the delay can be seen and challenged. Revenue and Forest departments
APPROACH would do a time-bound joint re-verification, reviewed monthly by me. Agencies holding
parcels would give consent or a written reason within a fixed time. For private land |
would follow the Act’s settlement process, with notice and hearing.
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6. Health & Life Sciences

Two diseases, two ways in which India’s health system looks away. For rabies, the official count and a research estimate
differ more than a hundredfold, so a country pledged to eliminate the disease cannot say where it stands. For lung
cancer, the biggest cancer killer, national screening covers three other cancers because they are cheap to check. Both
stories ask whether what is measured and funded matches what actually kills.

5.1 Rabies: Health Ministry surveillance logged 54 deaths in 2024 against an ICMR-NIE
estimate of 5,726 a year

ISSUE THREAD Rabies elimination and health data (new thread) LENS Independence and accountability - Short-term relief and long-term
reform
STORY SO FAR India has pledged to eliminate dog-mediated human rabies by 2030; counting its deaths is hard because most occur
outside hospitals.

THE NEWS New Delhi. The Health Ministry’s Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme-Integrated Health Information
Platform (IDSP-IHIP) reported 21 rabies deaths in 2022, 50 in 2023 and 54 in 2024, The Hindu reports. The Registrar-
General’s Medical Certification of Cause of Death (MCCD) recorded 66 medically certified rabies deaths in 2022 and 271 in
2023. A community study by the ICMR-National Institute of Epidemiology, published in The Lancet Infectious Diseases,
estimates 5,726 rabies deaths a year. It surveyed 337,808 people in 78,807 households in 60 districts of 15 States, added
laboratory data and a probability decision-tree model, and put animal bites at about 9.1 million a year, 5.6 million by dogs.
So 5,726 is a modelled estimate, not a count; the 54 deaths of 2024 are under 1% of it. A senior Ministry official said the
figures use different methods and are not directly equivalent. WHO estimates about 59,000 human rabies deaths a year
worldwide, 35% in India.

THE CHAIN IN ONE LINE

Rabies is almost always fatal once symptoms start = most victims die at home, outside the formal health system =
surveillance and death certification catch a thin slice = a research model gives a figure over a hundred times higher = a
2030 elimination goal has no agreed baseline

1. India’s target rests on the National Action Plan for Dog-Mediated Rabies Elimination
— The plan, called NAPRE, aims to end human deaths from dog-mediated rabies by
2030, in line with the global “Zero by 30" goal. It follows a One Health approach, which
joins human, animal and environmental health, because the disease is cut at its source
by vaccinating dogs, not only by treating bites.

STATIC SYLLABUS LINKAGE

2. Three systems count deaths, each with a different job — The Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme (IDSP) tracks outbreak-prone diseases for early response. The
MCCD scheme works under the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969, and covers
deaths a doctor has certified, only about 22% of registered deaths. Public health is in
List I, the State List, so the data begins with State health departments.

1. The GS2 syllabus asks about “issues relating to development and management of
WHY UPSC LOVES THIS Social Sector/Services relating to Health” — Reliable data is the base of any health
(TREND) service. A question can ask how a target is judged without a trusted baseline; rabies is
a clean example.

PRELIMS NUGGETS ® The Medical Certification of Cause of Death (MCCD) scheme operates under the
Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969.

® Public health and sanitation, hospitals and dispensaries are in List Il, the State
List, of the Seventh Schedule.

® A One Health approach joins human, animal and environmental health to tackle
diseases that pass between animals and humans.

o The National Action Plan for Dog-Mediated Rabies Elimination aims to eliminate
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human deaths from dog-mediated rabies by 2030.

o The Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) is a Health Ministry
programme for early detection of outbreaks.

1. Rabies stays neglected because it is invisible in the numbers, and invisible numbers
get no budget — At 54 deaths a year it looks smaller than dengue’s 131, so it draws
less money and attention. If the true toll is near 5,726, the ranking reverses. Planners
choose priorities from the numbers in front of them, so a weak count quietly decides
who gets vaccines and dog vaccination drives.

2. Both datasets may be honest and still measure different things — Surveillance counts
cases that reach a hospital and are reported; certification counts only doctor-certified
deaths; the ICMR model asks households and estimates the rest. The Ministry’s
caution is fair. The honest reading is that the official figure is a floor and the model a
ceiling, and the work is to bring them together.

3. Lens — Short-term relief and long-term reform: bite treatment saves lives now,
elimination needs data and dog vaccination — Post-bite vaccine and immunoglobulin
save a bitten person today. Elimination by 2030 needs the slower reform: reporting
rabies in every State, certifying village deaths and vaccinating dogs at scale. A
thoughtful officer would fund both and judge progress against an agreed baseline.

India aims to eliminate dog-mediated rabies by 2030, yet official and estimated death
counts differ widely. Analyse why reliable health data matters for such targets. (15 marks,
250 words)

1. Directive — Analyse — Break the problem into parts and show how each affects the
target.

2. Introduction — 54 recorded deaths against 5,726 estimated — State the 2030 pledge
and the Ministry’s caution that methods differ.

3. Body — most deaths occur outside the formal system, so surveillance undercounts —
Value addition: MCCD covers about 22% of registered deaths.

4. Body — a wrong baseline misdirects money, since neglected diseases look small —
Compare with 2025 deaths from malaria (55), dengue (131) and kala-azar (27).

5. Body — public health is a State subject, so data must be built State by State —
Diagram: a pipeline from a village bite to the national count, marking where cases drop
out.

6. Conclusion — make rabies notifiable and publish one reconciled estimate — Pair this
with dog vaccination under One Health.

Q1. As District Collector you find no rabies death reported in three years, while
hospitals record hundreds of bite cases. What will you do?

Approach: | would not treat zero reports as zero deaths. | would review bite cases and
trace those who missed later doses, and ask local doctors and panchayats about
unexplained deaths. | would check that post-bite vaccine and immunoglobulin are
stocked at primary centres and start dog vaccination with the animal husbandry
department. | would make reporting safe for field staff, so honest numbers are
rewarded.
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5.2 Lung cancer is India’s biggest cancer Kkiller, yet national screening covers only
breast, oral and cervical

ISSUE THREAD Cancer drug affordability (update 3) LENS Growth and equity - Short-term relief and long-term reform

STORY SO FAR The Supreme Court called a tenfold cancer-drug markup “broad daylight dacoity”; the Kerala High Court held the
Centre may use Section 100 of the Patents Act for unaffordable patented breast-cancer drugs.

THE NEWS New Delhi. Lung cancer was India’s leading cancer killer in 2024: 98,687 deaths, 10.9% of cancer deaths, up
from 75,031 in 2022, per Global Cancer Observatory data in The Indian Express. New cases rose from 81,748 (5.8%) in 2022
to about 1.12 lakh (7.2%) in 2024, now third by incidence. Screening at primary health centres covers only breast, oral and
cervical cancer, which need a simple examination. Dr Abhishek Shankar says 93% of lung cancers are found at an advanced
stage; a registry study puts it at nearly 45%. Five-year survival is 7% to 18% when found late, up to 80% in stage one. Low-
dose CT (LDCT), a scan using less radiation to spot small lung nodules, is costly and CT machines are absent at primary
centres. An ICMR study found it costliest but with the highest net monetary benefit.

THE CHAIN IN ONE LINE

Lung cancer gives few early signs — patients reach higher centres after it has spread = the programme’s cheap tests do
not fit lung cancer = deaths rise

1. Cancer screening sits under the National Programme for Prevention and Control of
NCDs — The NP-NCD covers cancer, diabetes, heart disease and stroke. Screening for
oral, breast and cervical cancer is offered through Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, using a
clinical breast exam, an oral visual exam and visual inspection with acetic acid for the

STATIC SYLLABUS LINKAGE cervix.

2. LDCT screening suits a defined high-risk group — Guidelines advise it for people aged
50 to 80 who have smoked about a pack a day for 20 years. Indian researchers said in
2024 that beedi smokers and people exposed to second-hand smoke, biomass fuel and
fumes should be added.

1. GS2: “issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services
relating to Health” — A question can ask whether screening follows disease burden or
convenience; lung cancer shows cost and capacity deciding what is screened.

WHY UPSC LOVES THIS
(TREND)

® Low-dose computed tomography (LDCT) is the imaging method used for lung
cancer screening in high-risk groups.

e Visual inspection with acetic acid (VIA) is a low-cost screening test for cervical
cancer.

PRELIMS NUGGETS

® The Global Cancer Observatory is run by the International Agency for Research
on Cancer, part of the World Health Organization.

ANALYSIS 1. Lens — Growth and equity: the programme screens what a poor patient’s health
centre can check — Screening follows what a primary centre does cheaply, so lung
cancer is left out. Those hurt most are people who cannot reach a CT centre and
breathe beedi smoke, cooking fuel and polluted air without being cigarette smokers. A
fair policy would start with high-risk groups where exposure is greatest.

2. Pilots can answer the cost and tuberculosis worries while building Indian evidence —
The fear that tuberculosis would cause false alarms was met by a 2021 Mumbai pilot
and a 2025 AIIMS study, the report says; the Indian Lung Screening Trial and AIRCARE
(Air Pollution and Cancer Research Ecosystem) add local evidence. The counter-view is
that LDCT radiation can itself raise other cancer risks, which is why it is advised only for
high-risk groups; a pilot would test that trade-off in Indian conditions before any
national roll-out.

3. Screening without follow-up care only adds anxiety — A scan that finds a nodule is
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useful only if biopsy and treatment are near, and most districts have few oncologists. A
young non-smoker’s late diagnosis, told on the companion page, shows how doctors
dismiss symptoms that do not fit the usual profile. Referral capacity must grow with
screening, or early detection stays on paper.

Lung cancer is India’s leading cancer killer, but the national screening programme
POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION excludes it. Discuss the case for, and challenges of, introducing screening. (10 marks, 150
words)

1. Directive — Discuss — Give both sides, then reach a view.

2. Introduction — 98,687 deaths in 2024, yet no screening — Note the three screened
cancers.

3. Body — late detection makes screening valuable — Value addition: survival up to 80%

MODEL APPROACH TO THE . .
o OACHTO in stage one against 7% to 18% late.

MAINS QUESTION
4. Body — cost, CT access and the risk definition are barriers that pilots can answer —
Cite the ICMR cost-effectiveness finding.

5. Conclusion — pilot LDCT in high-risk districts and widen criteria with Indian evidence
— Pair with tobacco control.

Q1. As State Health Secretary, would you start lung cancer screening with limited
funds?
Approach: | would pilot it in a few districts with high smoking and exposure, for a
defined high-risk group, with referral to a district CT facility and a treatment pathway
fixed beforehand. | would track cost per case found and review at two years, scaling up
only on evidence.

ADMINISTRATOR'S
BRAINSTORM — Q &
APPROACH
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8. Society

Odisha’s guidelines show that a right written in Parliament’s language is won or lost at the tehsil office. The Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 already promises equal legal capacity, yet in the cases reported relatives and clerks
decide who owns a house. The test of social justice is whether the revenue officer who records the land has been told to
look out for the person who cannot walk to the office.

6.1 Odisha frames guidelines to protect inheritance and property rights of persons with
disabilities
ISSUE THREAD Disability and property rights (new thread) LENS Tradition and social justice - Liberty and order

STORY SO FAR The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 guarantees equal legal capacity, but land and house records are
kept by State revenue offices.

THE NEWS Odisha. In August the Odisha government framed three-page guidelines to protect the inheritance and property
rights of persons with disabilities (PwDs), The Hindu reports. Suresh Kumar Vashishth, Principal Secretary of the
Department of Social Security and Empowerment of PwDs, wrote to Arabinda Kumar Padhee, Additional Chief Secretary,
Revenue and Disaster Management, basing the guidelines on Sections 12, 13, 84 and 85 of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016. They propose a register of complaints on PwD property at tehsil and Sub-Collector levels, monitored
periodically by the District Collector, immediate inquiry into complaints of illegal occupation, encroachment, mutation
(change of name in land records) or alienation, and sensitisation of revenue officers. Activists say Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe land already needs prior permission to transfer, and PwDs need similar protection. Balunkeswar Paikray,
55, visually impaired, has sought his share of 40,000 square feet of family land in Khordha for 35 years and lives in under
300.

THE CHAIN IN ONE LINE

A relative or the joint family takes over a disabled member’s share = the person cannot reach offices, courts or records
— years of applications reach no one = activists press the State = the Social Security department writes to Revenue
and the guidelines follow

1. The 2016 Act gives 21 disabilities and equal legal capacity — The Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2016 replaced the 1995 Act and covers 21 specified disabilities.
Section 12 secures access to courts and tribunals without discrimination, and Section
13 requires the government to ensure that PwDs enjoy legal capacity on an equal basis
with others and equal recognition before the law.

STATIC SYLLABUS LINKAGE

2. Land is a State subject, while succession is shared with Parliament — Land and its
revenue records fall under List Il of the Seventh Schedule, so a State’s revenue
department keeps them and a State can issue such guidelines. Succession is Entry 5 of
the Concurrent List. Article 41, a Directive Principle, asks the State to secure public
assistance in cases of disablement, within its economic capacity.

1. Disability rights now include the right to own and inherit — GS2 asks about
WHY UPSC LOVES THIS “mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and
(TREND) betterment of” vulnerable sections. Putting the District Collector in charge of PwD
property complaints is a fresh example.

PRELIMS NUGGETS o The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 recognises 21 specified
disabilities and replaced the Persons with Disabilities Act, 1995.

o Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
provides equal recognition before the law.

® Article 41, a Directive Principle, covers the right to work, education and public
assistance in cases such as disablement.

e Land and land revenue are State subjects; marriage, adoption and succession
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are on the Concurrent List.

1. The guidelines work through the one office that already holds the land record — A
complaint to a police station or civil court costs money and time that a person with a
disability may not have. A register at the tehsil, watched by the Collector, puts the
check where mutation happens.

2. Prior permission for land transfer protects, but can also trap the owner — SC and ST
land needs permission before sale to stop exploitation. Extending it to PwDs would
stop forced sales, but could also stop a willing owner selling to pay for treatment. A
better rule inquires into free consent instead of banning the sale.

3. Lens — Tradition and social justice: family custom is the usual route of loss — The
cases involve brothers, joint families and relatives, not strangers. Custom treats a
disabled member as a dependant to be looked after, not an owner with a share. A
thoughtful officer would protect the share first and meet the family’s fear, who will
care for the person, with support services, not ownership.

“A right to inherit is hollow for a person with disability without the revenue office’s
support.” Discuss with reference to Odisha’s guidelines on PwD property rights. (15
marks, 250 words)

1. Directive — Discuss — Set out the right, the gap and the guidelines’ response.

2. Introduction — a right on paper — The 2016 Act’s Sections 12 and 13, UNCRPD Article
12 and Odisha’s August guidelines.

3. Body — losses happen at the revenue desk and in the family — Mutation,
encroachment and alienation; the Paikray case of 35 years’ pursuit.

4. Body — the guidelines move the check to the tehsil and the Collector — Complaint
register, inquiry, sensitised officers; draw a flowchart from complaint to Collector’s
review.

5. Body — limits remain: they are guidelines, not law, and the intellectually disabled
need more — Value addition: Article 12 of the UNCRPD on supported decision-making.

6. Conclusion — make the register statutory and publish its data — Annual public report
of complaints and their disposal.

Q1. As a Sub-Collector you find a mutation order in a visually impaired man’s name
being processed in favour of his brother. What do you do?
Approach: | would stop the entry and call both parties, with the man given help to
attend. | would check that his consent is free and informed, and would record the
inquiry in the new complaint register. | would also direct that such hearings be held
where the person can attend.
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7. Internal Security

Today’s one security story is about how a state reviews its own policy. The first Agniveers are nearing the end of four
years, and the Services have told the Department of Military Affairs how the scheme should change. The question is
whether a review done inside the system will ask the hardest question: is a younger force worth the loss of experience?

7.1 Services send Agnipath improvement proposals to DMA as the first Agniveer batch
nears the end of its four-year term

ISSUE THREAD Agnipath review (new thread) LENS Independence and accountability - Short-term relief and long-term reform

STORY SO FAR Agnipath, launched in June 2022, replaced regular recruitment of soldiers, sailors and airmen with short four-year
engagements.

THE NEWS New Delhi. The Army, Navy and Air Force have each sent recommendations on improving the Agnipath scheme
to the Department of Military Affairs (DMA), a senior Ministry of Defence official confirmed to The Hindu. A report
including them has gone to the “competent authority”. The first batch of Agniveers, enrolled in 2023 according to the
paper, completes its contractual tenure later this year. Under the scheme, introduced in June 2022, men and women aged
17.5 to 21 are recruited for four years, including six months of training. Up to 25% of each batch can then be retained in
the regular cadre, based on organisational requirement and performance. The other 75% leave with a tax-free Seva Nidhi
package built from monthly contributions by the Agniveer, matched by the government, and no pension or gratuity. The
review seeks to balance a younger force against operational experience and continuity. The paper does not say what the
Services propose.

THE CHAIN IN ONE LINE
Services seek a younger force = Agnipath with four-year terms in June 2022 - first batch enrolled in 2023 = tenure
ends later this year = proposals go to DMA and a report to the competent authority

1. The DMA is the part of the Defence Ministry run by the military — The Department of
Military Affairs was created in December 2019 along with the post of Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS), who heads it as its Secretary. It sits inside the Ministry of Defence, which
has four other departments: Defence, Defence Production, Defence Research and
Development, and Ex-Servicemen Welfare. It deals with the three Services, which is

STATIC SYLLABUS LINKAGE why their Agnipath proposals go to it.

2. Defence is a Union subject, so only Parliament and the Centre shape the forces —
Article 246 divides legislative powers, and the Union List places defence in the Centre’s
hands: Entry 1 covers the defence of India and Entry 2 the naval, military and air forces
and any other armed forces of the Union. Article 53(2) vests the supreme command of
the armed forces in the President, to be exercised according to law.

1. GS3 asks about internal security and the role of the forces — The GS3 line is “Various
WHY UPSC LOVES THIS Security forces and agencies and their mandate”, and GS2 covers “Government
(TREND) policies and interventions”. Agnipath is a ready case study of defence reform and its
trade-offs.

® The Department of Military Affairs was created in December 2019 and is headed
by the Chief of Defence Staff, who is its Secretary.

o Defence of India and the armed forces of the Union are Entries 1 and 2 of the
Union List.

PRELIMS NUGGETS

® Article 53(2) vests the supreme command of the Defence Forces in the
President.

® Agnipath recruits are called Agniveers and serve four years, including six months
of training.

Page 32



ANALYSIS

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

MODEL APPROACH TO THE
MAINS QUESTION

ADMINISTRATOR'S
BRAINSTORM — Q &
APPROACH

UPSC Darpan - 5 October 2026

1. The trade-off is between age and experience, and it is a real one — A soldier who
leaves after four years is cheaper over a lifetime and younger on the border, but the
Services must keep training new recruits instead of building skill in one person over
many years. The tension is sharpest in technical branches, where a trained hand takes
time to become useful.

2. A 25% retention rate makes every batch a competition — When three out of four
must leave, an Agniveer’s incentive is to be chosen, not to cooperate. A unit built on
trust may weaken if comrades are also rivals for a limited number of permanent
places.

3. Lens — Independence and accountability: the Services judge a scheme they were
told to run — The proposals go from the Services to the DMA and then to the
competent authority, all within government. That is expert review, but not
independent: nobody outside has seen the data. A thoughtful officer would accept the
Services’ view on operations yet ask for outside evidence on what happens to those
who leave, and for it to reach Parliament’s Standing Committee on Defence.

Examine the case for and against short-tenure recruitment in the armed forces, with
reference to the Agnipath scheme. (15 marks, 250 words)

1. Directive — Examine — Weigh the arguments on both sides and give a reasoned
judgement.

2. Introduction — a younger force at a price — Agnipath recruits for four years, keeps up
to 25% and pays the rest a Seva Nidhi package.

3. Body — the case for is youth and a lower long-term pension burden — A younger age
profile, fitness for frontline roles and money freed for equipment.

4. Body — the case against is lost experience, weak cohesion and an uncertain exit —
Short training, rivalry for permanent places, no pension for 75%, and resettling young
veterans.

5. Value addition and diagram — Draw a funnel: intake, 25% retained, 75% exit with
Seva Nidhi.

6. Conclusion — review with evidence, not defence of a design — Publish outcome data
and let an independent body test whether the experience gap is acceptable.

Q1. As District Magistrate, how would you prepare for the return of the first Agniveers
who are not retained?
Approach: | would ask the district sainik welfare officer for the number of local
Agniveers and their release dates, and list their skills. | would bring together the skill
mission, the industries centre, banks and the police recruitment office so each offers
training, a loan or a job. A single help desk would spare them going from office to
office. | would measure success by how many are in work or training six months later.
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9. Ethics & Administrator's Corner — Integrative Case Studies

These three case studies stitch together stories from today's papers into GS4-style scenarios. Work through the prompts
on paper before reading the Model Approach, which is written as named points so you can compare your own structure
against it, not just your conclusions.

Case 1 — The Searches Ordered in October 1998: The Right Thing or the Safe Thing?

SCENARIO The Indian Express (5 October) carries a tribute to Trinath Mishra, an IPS officer who died on 1 October. In
October 1998, as CBI director, he authorised searches on the premises of a powerful corporate house and, within weeks,
was transferred out, not for any impropriety but, by the writer’s account, for not keeping the political executive “in the
loop”. There was then no fixed tenure for the CBI director. Imagine you are the head of an investigating agency. Your team
has credible material against a very influential business group with close ties to the government. Search warrants are
ready. A senior official of the ministry that supervises you says, “Nothing is wrong with the case, but let us brief the
Minister first.” You know a briefing may leak, and that a refusal may cost you your post.

Q1. Identify the values in conflict. Is informing the political executive a duty or an interference?
Q2. What will you do before the searches, and what will you refuse to do?

Q3. How will you bear the consequences if you are transferred?

MODEL APPROACH

1. Separate information from direction — Superiors are entitled to know that a major action is under way and to be told of
its institutional and law-and-order effects. They are not entitled to decide whether a particular person is investigated.
Reporting up the chain is accountability. Seeking clearance for a case is interference.

2. Let the evidence and the law decide the timing — Test the material with the prosecutor, record the reasons and take the
warrant from a court. A decision documented on file protects both the case and the officer. Delay that lets evidence
disappear is itself a wrong.

3. Lawful transparency, written dissent — Brief the supervising authority only on what the rules require, in writing, and say
that the decision is the agency’s own. If an instruction to hold back is oral, ask for it in writing.

4. Conclusion — integrity needs institutional cover — The officer should accept the transfer without bitterness. The system
should supply what he lacked: a fixed tenure and a transparent selection process for the agency head.

Case 2 — The Pre-Printed Forms at Booth 173: A Junior Clerk, Form 7 and the Politics of
Deletion

SCENARIO The Indian Express (5 October) reports that a Booth Level Officer in Hyderabad, a Junior Assistant at a medical
college, refused a bunch of pre-printed Form 7 objections that a party’s Booth Level Agent allegedly filed during the Special
Intensive Revision. The forms carried printed EPIC numbers but no names. He said he had no instructions to receive such
forms. A video of the refusal spread widely, and one party accused another of a plan for bulk deletion, which the other
denied. The Chief Electoral Officer’s office has said it will take strict action if people are targeted. Claims and objections
close on 7 October. Now imagine you are the Electoral Registration Officer. A different agent files 400 Form 7s in one day;
they are neatly filled, and the signatures look alike. A local leader asks you to “process them quickly or face a complaint”.

Q1. Whose rights are at stake, and what does each course cost?
Q2. How will you handle the forms without rejecting genuine objections or deleting a single voter unheard?
Q3. How will you respond to the leader and shield your BLOs?

MODEL APPROACH

1. The right to vote is not decided by volume — A Form 7 is a claim that needs a named objector and a ground. Bulk filing is
a warning sign but not proof of fraud. Treat it as a reason to verify more, not to reject or accept in bulk.

2. Verify in person, delete only after a hearing — Send BLOs to the elector’s home, give each elector notice and a chance to
reply, and record the finding. Act against any objector who gave false information, under the law.
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3. Protect the field staff — Put your instructions in writing so that a clerk is not left with “no instructions”. Keep a register of
all complaints and report the pattern to the CEO.

4. Conclusion — neutrality is the officer’s only authority — Tell the leader that every form will follow the same procedure
whichever party filed it. The quiet BLO who said “I was doing my duty” shows that the roll is protected at the lowest rung.
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10. Prelims Quick-Revision Facts

These are written to the pattern UPSC Prelims actually uses — the provision, the parent Act, the appointing or
administering authority, the composition, the definition, the treaty year and the threshold written into law. The news
gives the hook; the permanent fact behind it is what gets asked. Transient numbers that no objective question can be
built on have been left out on purpose.

TOPIC EXAM-PATTERN FACTS

Positive Indigenisation Lists
— DMA and DDP

Great Indian Bustard —
Project GIB and
conservation breeding

Disqualification on
conviction — Section 8(3),
RP Act 1951 and Lily
Thomas (2013)

UAPA and the standard of
proof — Ganderbal
acquittal

Gas price ceiling for difficult
fields and the APM price

Barda Wildlife Sanctuary
and Project Lion

Registration of Births and
Deaths (Amendment) Bill,
2026

Three-language formula —
Supreme Court relief on the
third language

Sal heartwood borer —
Hoplocerambyx spinicornis

Ramappa Temple and the

A Positive Indigenisation List bans the import of listed defence items and requires them to be
bought from Indian industry. The Department of Military Affairs issues lists of major platforms
and systems, and the Department of Defence Production issues its own lists, covering items such
as sub-systems and components. The Hindu reports that a sixth DMA list, adding line replaceable
units and sub-systems mainly for the Navy and Army, is in its final stage.

The Great Indian Bustard is the State bird of Rajasthan and is listed as Critically Endangered by
the IUCN and under Schedule | of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. Its stronghold is Desert
National Park, Jaisalmer, and conservation-breeding centres at Sam and Ramdevra raise birds
from wild-laid eggs for release (PIB, 4 October).

Under Section 8(3) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, a legislator convicted of an
offence and sentenced to imprisonment of two years or more is disqualified from the date of
conviction and for six years after release. In Lily Thomas v. Union of India (2013) the Supreme
Court struck down Section 8(4), which had let a sitting member continue pending appeal. The
Hindu reports an opposition leader asking why the Bihar Speaker has not acted on a sitting MLA
sentenced to four years.

A special NIA court at Ganderbal acquitted an accused in a UAPA grenade-attack case, citing a
broken chain of custody and an invalid recovery, and held that “a special penal statute does not
create a special standard for conviction” (ET). Guilt must be proved beyond reasonable doubt
even under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967.

The Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell notifies a ceiling price for gas from difficult fields, such
as deepwater and high-pressure high-temperature fields, every six months. The administered
price mechanism (APM) applies to the legacy fields of ONGC and Oil India, and its gas goes to
priority sectors such as city gas distribution, fertiliser and power (ET).

Barda sanctuary lies in Porbandar and Jamnagar districts of Gujarat and is being developed as
the Asiatic lion’s ‘second home’ under Project Lion to ease pressure on Gir. The Asiatic lion is
listed as Endangered by the IUCN and its stronghold is Gir National Park. ET reports that Gujarat
will relocate Maldhari families from Barda with a package.

According to PRS, the Bill, from the Ministry of Home Affairs, was passed by Parliament in August
2026. It requires an order from a Judicial Magistrate of the First Class to register a birth or death
after more than two years, where earlier a District Magistrate, Sub-Divisional Magistrate or
other authorised executive magistrate could order it after one year. The parent law is the
Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969.

The Hindu reports that the Supreme Court has extended to current Class 6 students the relief
given to Classes 7, 8 and 9: the third language in Class 10 is assessed internally and not in the
Board examination. The formula comes from the National Education Policy 2020, and education
is on the Concurrent List.

The sal heartwood borer is a longhorn beetle that attacks sal (Shorea robusta), a tree central to
the habitats of Kanha and Pench. The Indian Express reports that the Centre has approved the
felling of infected sal trees in Dindori, Madhya Pradesh, and that villagers are paid per beetle
collected. Felling on forest land needs approval under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.

The Ramappa (Rudreshwara) Temple, a 13th-century Kakatiya monument at Palampet,
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TOPIC EXAM-PATTERN FACTS

PVNR opencast mine

Pre-COP in Fiji and Tuvalu
— COP31

Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan Bill, 2025

Section 163 BNSS —
successor to Section 144
CrPC

Telangana, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and rests on a ‘sandbox’ foundation. The Hindu
reports activists opposing a proposed PVNR opencast coal mine of Singareni Collieries about 5
km downstream of it. Protection of such sites rests on the World Heritage Convention, 1972 and,
for nationally protected monuments, the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958.

The pre-COP is a ministerial meeting held before the annual UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change conference (COP). The Hindu reports that the pre-COP hosted by Fiji visits
Tuvalu, a low-lying Pacific atoll nation whose reef-building coral was hit by a 2024 marine
heatwave. COP31 is to be held in Tlrkiye.

The Bill proposes a single regulator for higher education in place of bodies such as the University
Grants Commission and the All India Council for Technical Education, in line with the single-
regulator idea in the National Education Policy 2020. The Hindu carries an op-ed arguing that
over-regulation stifles institutions. Education is on the Concurrent List (Entry 25), and standards
of higher education are in Union List Entry 66.

Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 replaces Section 144 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1973, and empowers a District Magistrate or other authorised magistrate to
direct people to abstain from an act in an area in urgent cases of nuisance or apprehended
danger. The Hindu reports it was invoked in the New Delhi area during the protests at Jantar
Mantar.

Source note: All items are drawn from The Hindu, The Indian Express & The Economic Times (Delhi Editions) — 5 October 2026, supplemented where
indicated by official releases and PRS Legislative Research. Facts, figures and quotes are reproduced as reported on that date; verify currency
(ongoing legal proceedings, evolving numbers) before using in an answer.
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11. Answer Writing, GS1, Map, Ethics & CSAT

The daily part the newspapers do not give you: one fully written model answer, one GS1 static topic, map practice, one
GS4 theory term and CSAT practice.

11.1 Model answer of the day — Card 1.1 (15 marks, 250 words)

“A law that overrides a judgment’s effect without removing its legal basis undermines separation of powers.” Examine
with reference to the CAPF (General Administration) Act, 2026. (15 marks, 250 words)

Introduction — The CAPF (General Administration) Act, 2026 reserves 50% of Inspector General posts, at least 67% of
Additional Director General posts and all Special DG and DG posts for deputation, and makes rule-making operate
“notwithstanding” a contrary judgment. The Supreme Court’s May 2025 judgment had directed the Centre to reduce IPS
deputation progressively.

1. Parliament may cure a defect but cannot nullify a judgment — A legislature may remove the legal basis of a judgment and
let the Court test the new law afresh. A clause saying a judgment shall not bind rule-making reads like nullification, and the
Bench must decide which it is.

2. The Centre’s operational case has weight — The Home Ministry says forces sent into States need IPS officers as a link to
State police, and cadre rules are the Union’s to make.

3. But it is no licence for every top post — Cadre officers, recruited as Assistant Commandants, see each deputation post as a
promotion lost. A liaison need cannot justify filling every DG post from outside.

4. Contempt and the challenge need separate reasoning — Contempt asks whether an order was wilfully disobeyed; the
challenge asks whether the Act is valid. If the Act stands, contempt weakens.

Conclusion — The proposition holds if the “notwithstanding” clause nullifies the judgment, and fails if it only cures the
defect. Way forward: let rules set a minority deputation quota, backed by a published cadre review.

Draw this: Flowchart: May 2025 judgment, then 2026 Act with its “notwithstanding” clause, then contempt petition and
challenge feeding one bench; mark that contempt depends on the Act’s fate.

(228 words)

11.2 GS1 corner — Geography: The Aravalli range and the Delhi Ridge: an old fold
mountain at the desert’s edge
Today's peg: 5.1

1. The Aravalli is among the oldest fold mountains in the world, now worn low — It runs south-west to north-east from
Gujarat through Rajasthan and Haryana into Delhi, ending in the Ridge. Long erosion has left low, broken hills, a relict
mountain unlike the young Himalaya. Guru Shikhar on Mount Abu, about 1,722 m, is its highest peak.

2. It acts as a water divide and a barrier — The Luni on its western side drains towards the Rann of Kutch, while the Banas on
the east flows to the Chambal and the Ganga system.
Prelims facts

® The Aravalli runs from Gujarat through Rajasthan and Haryana to Delhi; its highest peak is Guru Shikhar on Mount
Abu.

The Luni, on the Aravalli’'s western side, ends in the Rann of Kutch region; the Banas is a tributary of the Chambal.

The Aravalli is a relict (residual) fold mountain, among the oldest in India.

11.3 Places in news — mark them on your atlas

Bab el-Mandeb Between Yemen and Djibouti, joining the Houthis seized it; Yemen's It is the southern gate of the
strait Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden. government launched an Red Sea-Suez route from Asia
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offensive on October 4 (4.1). to Europe; Hormuz joins the
Persian Gulf to the Gulf of
Oman.
Bogibeel Upper Assam, on the Brahmaputra at First cargo to Bangladesh NW-2 is the Brahmaputra
Terminal, Dibrugarh; NW-2 runs downstream to (methanol for Pangaon, from Dhubri to Sadiya; NW-1
Dibrugarh Dhubri at the Bangladesh border. Dhaka) flagged off October 5 is the Ganga from Prayagraj
(4.2). to Haldia.
Northern Ridge, North Delhi, the northern tail of the Delhi approved Phase-| Reserved forest is declared
Delhi Aravalli range towards the Yamuna; notification of 112.3 ha as under Section 20 of the
Central and Southern Ridge lie south of it.  reserved forest on October 2 Indian Forest Act, 1927; the
(5.1). Ridge extends the Aravalli
range.

11.4 Ethics term of the day (GS4 Section A): Moral courage

Meaning — Moral courage is the willingness to do what one judges right even when it risks one’s career or popularity. It
differs from stubbornness because it rests on reasons and law, not ego.

In today's news — In Case 1 an agency head must decide whether to brief a Minister before searches on a powerful group,
risking his post. In Case 2 a junior BLO refuses bulk pre-printed Form 7 objections.

Use in an answer — Use it in a case study where an officer faces pressure from a superior: name the courage, then show it
exercised lawfully, through records and due process.

11.5 CSAT practice (Paper Il)

The passage below is original, written on the theme of one of today's editorials. Choose your answers first; the key is at
the end.

A reservoir is not only a store of water; it is a store of time. When rains fail, the water behind a dam decides how many
weeks a town can wait before it must change its habits. Yet a full reservoir can mislead. A district entering a bad year
with brimming dams may postpone hard choices, keeping the same thirsty crops and unmetered pumping, and then find
that one poor season empties what several good ones had collected.

Planners therefore speak of two kinds of drought. One is a shortage of rain, which no administration can prevent; the
other is a shortage of preparation, which is a matter of choice. A region that grows water-hungry crops on thin soils, lets
borewells deepen every year and delays repairing canals has turned a weather event into a policy failure. Another
region, with the same rain, may pass through with little hardship because it has kept groundwater in reserve and
decided in advance who will be served first.

Relief spending cannot substitute for these choices. Tankers and fodder camps are indispensable once a crisis has
arrived, but they treat symptoms and are costly and slow. Savings built quietly in good years, by recharging aquifers or
mending leaks, win little attention, since the disaster they prevent never happens and so is never seen. This is the
difficulty of preparedness: its success is invisible, and what is invisible is often the first item cut from a budget.

None of this means rain is unimportant. It means the damage a poor monsoon does depends heavily on what was done
before it arrived.

Q1. Which one of the following best expresses the central idea of the passage?
(a) Reservoirs should be built larger so that no district ever faces a shortage.

(b) Relief spending is wasteful and should be replaced by tax cuts for farmers.

(c) The harm a weak monsoon causes depends largely on advance preparation, which is easy to neglect because its
success goes unseen.

(d) Droughts are caused entirely by poor administration and not by the rain.

Q2. The author’s claim that preparedness is “often the first item cut from a budget” assumes that
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(a) spending decisions tend to follow problems that people can see.
(b) governments in all States are unwilling to spend on water.

(c) good rainfall years always come in pairs.

(d) recharging aquifers costs more than running tanker services.

Q3. Which one of the following can be most reasonably inferred from the passage?
(a) A district with full dams at the start of a year is certain to escape hardship.
(b) Tanker supply should be stopped once a drought has begun.
(c) Crop choice has no bearing on how much hardship a drought causes.
(d) Two regions receiving the same rain may suffer different levels of hardship.

Reasoning and quantitative aptitude
Q4. A village of 2,400 people is supplied by tankers at 18 litres per person per day for 15 days. Each tanker carries 12,000
litres. How many tanker trips are needed in all?

(a) 45

(b) 54
(c) 60
(d) 72
Q5. Five villages P, Q, R, S and T lie in a line along a canal from head to tail. P is at the head, T at the tail, and S is
immediately before T. Q lies nearer the head than R. Which village is in the middle?

(a) P
(b) Q
(c)R
(d) s
Answer key and explanations
Q1: (c) Preparation is the theme. Option 1 contradicts “indispensable” tankers; option 3 is too extreme, as rain still matters.

Q2: (a) A prevented disaster is never seen, so the claim assumes visibility steers budgets. Option 1 overgeneralises; 2 and 3 are not
stated.

Q3: (d) The passage contrasts two regions with the same rain. Option 0 is the illusion the first paragraph warns against.
Q4: (b) Water = 2,400 x 18 x 15 = 648,000 litres; trips = 648,000 + 12,000 = 54.

Q5: (c) Sisimmediately before T, so S is 4th. Q and R fill places 2 and 3, and Q is nearer the head, so Qis 2nd and R is 3rd. The
order P, Q, R, S, T puts R in the middle.
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12. Essays of the Day

Two essays, on prompts phrased the way the Essay paper actually sets them, written the way a top-ranked candidate writes
under time. Read them for structure and for the sweep of examples — not to memorise.

ESSAY 1 - Essay - Section A - 6 min read
A decision is only as legitimate as the reasons its maker is willing to give.

Themes: Discretion, reasons and the rule of law - Who decides, and who checks the decider - Trust in institutions and the cost of the
shortcut

Every examination teaches one humbling thing: a correct answer without working earns less than a correct answer with it.
The examiner is not doubting that | know; he is asking to check. This small rule of the exam hall is the whole of my subject.
Anyone who decides about other people, whether a clerk, a collector, a judge or a minister, holds a power others cannot
see inside. The only bridge between that hidden judgment and the person who must live with it is the reason given. My
claim in this essay is that a decision gets its authority not from the rank of whoever made it, nor merely from being right,
but from the maker’s readiness to say why and to be told he is wrong.

Begin with why discretion cannot be abolished. No rule-book can foresee every case. Administration needs the officer
who can see that a flood-hit farmer’s paperwork is late because the bridge is gone. The question is what keeps their
deciding honest. Sir Edward Coke answered in 1598, in Rooke’s Case, with a definition that still reads like a lesson in public
administration. Commissioners had been given authority to act “according to their discretions”. Coke held that their
proceedings must still be bound by reason and law, since discretion is “a science or understanding to discern between
falsity and truth, between wrong and right”, and not to act “according to their wills and private affections”. Discretion, in
other words, was never freedom from reasons. It was the duty to find the right ones.

Why does the reason carry such weight? Because power seen from outside looks the same whether it is wise or wicked.
Lord Acton wrote to Bishop Creighton in 1887 that “power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely”,
adding that any presumption runs against holders of power. A reason is how that presumption is rebutted. It converts
“because | say so” into “because of this, and you may test it”. Madison, or Hamilton, for the authorship of Federalist No.
51 is still debated, put the same thing in constitutional terms: in framing a government of men over men, “you must first
enable the government to control the governed; and in the next place oblige it to control itself.” Obliging an officer to
state his reasons is the cheapest form of that self-control.

The cost of omitting reasons is best seen in the Indian record. In 1976, in ADM Jabalpur, a majority of the Supreme Court
held that during the Emergency a detained citizen could not even ask a court why he was held. Justice H.R. Khanna
dissented, at the cost of the chief justiceship, and the nation has since treated his dissent as the Court’s true voice. The
Court itself repaired the damage: in E.P. Royappa (1974) it held arbitrariness antithetic to equality, and in Maneka Gandhi
(1978) it required that any procedure depriving a person of liberty be fair, just and reasonable, not whimsical. In 2014 the
Court cancelled more than two hundred coal blocks allocated over two decades by a process that no one could explain on
any principle. The larger loss was the public’s discovery that a national resource had been distributed by discretion that
could not account for itself. The Right to Information Act, 2005, section 4(1)(d), now obliges every public authority to give
reasons for its administrative decisions to those affected.

Reasons matter beyond the courtroom, and science shows it. In 1960 a newly joined FDA reviewer, Frances Oldham
Kelsey, declined to approve thalidomide for sale in the United States. She had only a stated reason, that the
manufacturer’s safety data were insufficient, and she repeated it through months of pressure. When the drug’s link to
birth defects emerged in Europe, that reason had protected countless American children. What saved them was not her
rank but a refusal that was written down, contestable and checkable. Peer review in science works on the same principle.
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Aresult is accepted not because a famous name announces it but because the method is open to those who would like to
see it fail.

Literature has long known the opposite horror. Kafka’s Josef K. is arrested in The Trial and never told what he is charged
with; the nightmare is not cruelty but opacity, a power that will not be asked. Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure shows
Angelo, handed the Duke’s discretion, using it to condemn Claudio for a fault he is himself about to commit. Neither
writer was against authority. Both saw that authority which will not explain itself decays from within, because the one
who decides stops answering to anyone, his own conscience included.

The counter-position deserves its full weight. Some decisions are legitimate without stated reasons. A jury returns a
verdict and says nothing more, yet we trust it, because its legitimacy comes from process: it is drawn from the public, it
deliberates under rules, and its verdict is bounded by what was put before it. A surgeon in the middle of an operation, a
commander in the field and a diplomat in a delicate negotiation cannot always stop and justify. National security may
keep full reasons confidential. And there is a quieter danger: the demand for reasons can degrade into ritual, files of
boilerplate justifying whatever was already decided. Finally, one who gives none can still be right; yet if correctness alone
were the test, a lucky tyrant would be a legitimate ruler.

Each of these points sharpens the thesis rather than refuting it. The jury’s silence is acceptable because the system around
it is open: the trial is public, the evidence is tested, the judge’s directions are on record and an appeal lies. The
commander’s reasons are given later, to a court of inquiry or Parliament. Confidential reasons are acceptable only when
someone independent, a judge or a committee, may read them. In every case reasons are deferred or delegated, not
dispensed with. Justice Frankfurter, writing for the US Supreme Court in McNabb v. United States (1943), put the lesson in
a sentence: “The history of liberty has largely been the history of observance of procedural safeguards.” Liberty lives in
the unglamorous steps, the notice, the hearing, the written order, which make power answer. Against ritual reasons the
remedy is not to drop them but to make them reviewable, so that boilerplate is exposed for what it is.

The shortcut is always tempting. Giving reasons is slow, invites challenge, and may reveal that the decision was weaker
than it looked. The administrator who skips it saves an afternoon, but the saving is borrowed against trust, the one
resource an institution cannot print. After the Ariyalur rail accident of November 1956, Lal Bahadur Shastri’s resignation
as Railway Minister, offered once already after an earlier accident that year, was accepted by Nehru, who told Parliament
he did so as an example of constitutional propriety, not because Shastri was personally to blame. Answerability is part of
the office. A decision made by one person must in the end be held up before many, and the reason is the hand that lifts it.
Whoever decides for others owes them, at least, the working.

Built from today's cards:
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